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Cursillo Movement I begin this newsletter on Saturday, December 15th, the day after 

the massacre of the innocents in Newtown Connecticut.  Yesterday 

as I tried to process this horrific occurrence an email popped up.  It 

was from Mary F. Brown, our sister from Blessed Sacrament St. 

Charles   Borromeo.  It was the only thing that made sense to me 

that day.   

Mary wrote: 

I was asked today by a very dear friend, ―What do we pray for the 

parents who lost their babies in the classroom shooting in Connecti-

cutt?‖  Sometimes we have to pray for the others when they cannot 

pray.  We have to pray for those parents and families that lost their 

babies and loved ones.  Their devastation does not have human 

words….their hearts are broken…Lord have mercy.  

Sudden Death Prayer  

God of hope, 

we come to you in shock and grief and confusion of heart. 

Help us to find peace in the knowledge 

of your loving mercy to all your children, 

and give us light to guide us out of our darkness 

into the assurance of your love, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

(Reprinted with permission from a free internet site.) 

Thank you Mary for bringing the Light of Advent to this dark day. 
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Candidates per weekend:  too few?    
our world, our country, our 

church since those fertile years.  

We struggle to search out 10 or 

11 candidates for our weekends, 

our closings, once overflowing 

with Cursillistas from all parishes 

are now attended only by those 

with candidates.   

 But do not despair; Jesus’ mes-

sage of unconditional everlasting 

love has not changed.  The Spirit 

remains among us, ready to ig-

nite hearts and open minds.  So 

if we are looking to bring back 

those days of overflowing week-

ends we need look no farther 

than ourselves.   On that note I 

will be asking various Cursillistas 

to share their thoughts on evan-

gelization within our Cursillo 

Photos from Women’s 166th Weekend 
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community.  Carolyn Aherns, of 

Our Lady of the Valley Parish in 

Orange, will start us off with an 

article in this newsletter.  

Lorraine and Joe Clark are invit-

ing Cursillistas from various par-

ishes to speak about their evange-

lization efforts at the February 

School of Leaders session.   

Be assured the Cursillo Movement 

of the Archdiocese of Newark is 

alive with the Spirit of God. As 

we journey through this third 

weekend of Advent remember to 

pray – Come Lord Jesus, Come.  

De Colores!     

Over the past months questions 

have been raised about the de-

creasing number of candidates on 

our Cursillo weekends, a concern 

that many of us share.  Some of 

us who lived our Cursillo in the 

70’s remember weekends of 30 or 

more candidates; candidates be-

ing told they would have to wait 

for the next weekend because the 

Casa could not accommodate 

them. During those early post 

Vatican II years, as the Spirit 

opened our minds and hearts, we 

were eager to deepen our faith 

and to spread Jesus’ message of 

unconditional, everlasting love to 

our environment.   Our churches 

were full, hearts on fire. 

Many changes have occurred in 

   By Jean Kalemba 
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Best Wishes for a Loving Christmas 

As I looked at all the happy faces 
last Tuesday at our annual Cur-
sillo Christmas party, I realized 
what a different world we live 
in. We live in the 4th day !!!!!!   
Because of our  ―yes‖ to that 
special person who invited us to 
experience Cursillo we have 
been blessed and graced.  
 
We know there are no words to 
define the actual effects the 
―weekend‖  has on any individ-
ual. Our relationship with God is 
so personal and His expectations 
from each of us so different.  
But I know for certain very few 
come away from the weekend 
―experience‖ without remem-

ful foundation for your friendship. 
Over the course of time you’ll 
know whether it’s time to invite 
your friend to Cursillo or not. Re-
gardless of the outcome you still 
have a friend.  
 
What an easy way to evangelize 
our environment and live our 4th 
day. God might be asking more 
from us but for now perhaps the 
simple stuff will do. 
 
We have to start somewhere. 
 
―Make a friend, be a friend and 
walk with that friend to Christ‖ .  
 
De Colores 

bering the challenge to ―Make a 
friend, be a friend and walk with 
that friend to Christ‖. 
 
What better way to invite candi-
dates to a weekend?  First be-
come their friend.  When you ask 
―How are you?‖ really listen to 
their answers...really care…. 
really involve yourself in their 
life. Become a friend …. any kind 
of friend: a Church friend, a work 
friend, a neighborhood friend… or 
just a plain ordinary family 
friend.   
 
Promise your friend prayer sup-
port and allow them to pray for 
you and with you.  What a power-

Photos from Men’s 182nd Weekend... 

By Carolyn Ahrens 



  

 

  

The Season of Advent  

FYI...FYI...FYI...FYI... 
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 Our Cursillo weekend ex-

periences presented us with begin-

ning a new journey, a new season in 

our lives.  We had developed a 

stronger relationship with our 

Brother Jesus and a solid faith in 

Him.  We were ready to change our 

lives and with work, continue to 

experience the joy and love that 

being a disciple can provide.  The 

season of Advent also presents us 

with a new beginning as well.  From 

the Latin Adventus meaning 

―coming‖, Advent is the season of 

waiting and preparing for the cele-

bration of the birth of Jesus at 

Christmas.  It is the beginning of the 

Liturgical year and a time to renew 

ourselves in prayer and works of 

charity for the joy of the coming of 

our Lord. 

 Advent should serve as re-

minder to enjoy but not to get 

caught up in the lights, cards and 

shopping; to keep focused on the 

reason for the season, the coming of 

Christ.  It should keep us on the 

path of preparation for Christ’s 

coming again.  Remember, His light 

that shines at Christmas needs to shine 

in our hearts every day.  We just need 

to accept the grace He gives us and use 

it on our journey. 

 I am blessed to be a member of 

a very active Knights of Columbus 

Council.  Our Advent season is filled 

with various acts of charity for people 

all over Bergen County.  We feed and 

clothe the homeless, run a toy drive, 

adopt a family and supply them with 

all they need for a joyful Christmas.  

All these acts remind me of how 

blessed I am to be able to help people 

in need.  More importantly, it re-

minds me of the greatest gift of 

all, the gift of love and the bless-

ings that God provides through Je-

sus and we Cursillistas must share 

these gifts with everyone we meet.   

 Advent is a time for looking 

back at the promises fulfilled in 

Christ, for seeking to deepen our 

awareness of His presence and for 

looking forward to His return.  It is 

a season of hope, prayer and re-

flection; a time to prepare our 

hearts, minds and lives for the joy 

of the Christ Child in the world.  In 

short a radical beginning. 

 I pray that this Advent sea-

son you take time to seek Christ, 

know Him better and prepare for 

His coming.  In this way, your joy 

at Christmas will be greater and 

you will receive the greatest gift of 

all.   

 May you all have a blessed 

and holy Christmas.  God Bless You.   

De Colores! 

 

Donations 

The Cursillo Movement gratefully welcomes your 

donations.  They help potential Babe Chicks attend 

when they otherwise could not afford it.  Send do-

nations to our treasurer,  

Bill Dougherty, 26 Division Ave., Belleville, NJ 

07109. 

 
 

What’s Your e-mail? 

Please advise us if you have a new e-mail ID.  Send 

notification to Joanne Rinkus, Secretary: 

 decolores7@optonline.net 

If you know of someone who does not have an e-mail 

address and would like a copy of this newsletter, let 

us know and we will send them a hard copy. 

By Pat Ferrara 



The following article was written 
by Pat Carr, past lay director and 
my mentor, a few years ago.  
Since then our community has 
been blessed with many new Cur-
sillistas. They, as well as some 
seasoned Cursillistas, may not 
have a working knowledge of the  
Secretariat.  I have updated the 
article to include the currents 

members of the Secretariat.   

 

The Cursillo movement in the 
Newark Archdiocese is comprised 
of many members – probably up-
wards of 2,000. Some are active, 
others not. As Catholics who ex-
perienced a Cursillo Weekend, all 
were touched by the Holy Spirit 
when they were presented with 
their Cursillo Cross with these 
marching orders: ―Christ is count-

ing on you.‖ 

 

Although Cursillo is a movement, 
and not an organization, as a 
large and active group, certain 
leadership roles are required. 
Each local Cursillo is lead by its 
Secretariat. The word 
―Secretariat‖ can sound some-
what authoritative and therefore 
daunting. In reality, though, the 
Secretariat is neither heavy-
handed nor imposing. It’s a col-
lection of hard-working volunteer 
Cursillista leaders that meet on a 
regular basis to set policy, plan 
and execute events, discuss and 
recommend Weekend procedures 
and review what’s working and 
what’s not. Fix what’s broken and 
look for ways to enhance what is 
serving the movement well. At its 
most basic, the Secretariat can 
be thought of as the Cursillo 

Steering Committee.  

 

The Secretariat is headed up by 
the Lay Director and the Assistant 
Lay Director, Jean Kalemba and 
Pat Ferrara respectively. The As-
sistant Lay Director serves a two-
year term. This June Pat will take 
the helm as Lay Director, where 
he will serve for another two 
years. The Secretariat includes a 
Spiritual Advisor, Father Thomas 
Lipnicki, who guides the Secre-
tariat on matters of the Spirit. 
Other members of the Secretariat, 
about twelve in all, serve various 
functions.  Bill Dougherty is treas-
urer and Joanne Rinkus, secre-
tary.   Pre-Cursillo Weekend Com-
mittee is headed by Patty Landon 
and Ron Pepson.  Lorraine and Joe 
Clark have joined them as lay 
leaders for the School of Leaders 
along with Father John Gordon as 
doctrinal guide for the school.  
Post-Cursillo Committee consists 
of Donovan Green and Kate 
Cheski, they focus on Ultreyas.  
The Weekend Committee is 
headed by Ken Bransfield with 
Mary Bransfield assisting with ap-
plications.  Other members of this 
committee include Trisha Ferrara 
and Carolyn Aherns.   Gordon 
Roehrer is our Web master and 
Par Carr has joined him assisting 
with data entry.  Mike Kelly and 
Rosemary Lisa are former mem-
bers of the Secretariat who have 
recently resigned.  I would like to 
formally thank them for their 

dedication and service.   

 

Our Secretariat meets five or six 
times annually, typically on a 
Tuesday night at the Casa or at a 
member’s home. As with all Cur-
sillo events, the meeting starts 
with prayer. A leadership-focused 
Group Reunion ensues. The Lay 
Director sets the agenda for the 

business portion of the meeting 
and various topics are covered. 
Committee Chairpersons give re-
ports on their projects. Adminis-
trative details are discussed. De-
tails of planned events are ham-
mered out. The Treasurer’s re-
port on where we stand finan-
cially is presented. New business 
is covered.   A brief summary of 
Committee reports will now be 
presented at the School of Lead-

ers. 

 

In our local movement we pride 
ourselves on giving the optimal 
number of Cursillistas the grace-
filled opportunity to lead a Week-
end as a rector. Unlike other lo-
cal Cursillo movements, Newark’s 
movement always has new lead-
ership at the helm every single 
Cursillo Weekend. The rector role 
is a one-shot deal. The staffing of 
the Angel and Warden roles is dis-
cussed at Secretariat meetings as 
these individuals will go on to 
serve the following year as rec-

tors.  

 

We are truly blessed to have an 
extremely dedicated and cohe-
sive Secretariat serving our move-
ment. Please keep this leadership 
group in your prayers, that their 
efforts to help others form a 
more meaningful, more personal 
and closer relationship to Christ 
may always be guided by the Holy 

Spirit. 

The Role of the Secretariat 
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Fourth Day Leftovers 
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Growing up we expected to find the 

remnants of a few past nights’ dinners 

on our plates during the week, in the 

form of leftovers. A few of our family 

members disliked leftover nights. Eat-

ing leftovers is not always appealing 

and sometimes there is not enough 

food left over to sustain us for any 

length of time. I hate to think what 

would have happened if we had not 

been provided with a balanced array 

of new foods to eat the following 

week. 

However, with that same thought, 

how can we expect to live our Fourth 

Day on the leftovers from our Cursillo 

weekend?  We need to think about 

something more to sustain us as we 

live our Fourth Day.  

Living the experience of a 3-Day Cur-

sillo weekend begins the process of 

our formation. Through the experi-

ence of Cursillo, we are called to a 

deeper, fuller life centered in the 

Lord. We become aware of our need 

and responsibility to live what is fun-

damental for being Christian. Beyond 

our weekend experience, we have 

been called to where we are now—

Leaders in the Cursillo Movement.  

 The School of Leaders continues this 

process by providing for our growth 

within the Cursillo Movement. The 

School of Leaders is a Christian com-

munity of sincerity and trust. It is the 

ideal climate for dialogue in which 

everyone has something to teach 

and to learn, with questions to ask 

and to share. The school can help 

provide the ongoing nourishment and 

encouragement that is needed to an-

swer God’s call and our commitment 

to be a Cursillo leader.  

The School of Leaders is not simply a 

drop-in center for Cursillitas. It is the 

lifeblood of the movement and its 

mission is where Cursillistas are 

formed spiritually as Cursillo Lead-

ers. As the School of Formation, its 

task is to provide its leaders, leaders 

in the Church and in the Cursillo 

movement, with a catechetical forma-

tion in spirituality, doctrine and hu-

man values in addition to the keryg-

matic approach of the Cursillo 

Method. 

Hopefully, we can look at where we 

are today as having answered the 

Lord’s calling as a way of life. 

Then, after accepting that call, 

we need to make a commitment 

to God and His work.  School of 

Leaders can help us with the 

ways to maintain our commit-

ments.  

Without a life powered in the 

Lord, WE WILL RUN OUT OF GAS 

VERY QUICKLY. We all know how 

difficult and awesome the task is 

that Jesus has placed before us. It 

takes a lot of work and dedication 

and cannot be done by a few. The 

harvest is plenty; there is a lot of 

work to do.   Let’s reap the har-

vest for our Fourth Day, and not 

live on its leftovers. Christ is 

counting on us to get the job 

done. 

Our next School of Leaders will 

take place on February 15, 2013 

at Holy Family Parish, Nutley, in 

St. Joseph’s Hall. Coffee will be 

available at 7:00 PM; our program 

begins at 7:30 PM. We end with 

Eucharistic Adoration in the 

Chapel at 9:30 PM. We hope to 

see you there.    

DeColores 

By Lorraine and Joe Clark 

Past and present Lay Directors gather to celebrate 

Lorraine and Bob Oechslin's 50th Wedding Anniver-

sary in September, 2012. 

When counting their time spent as Assistant Lay Di-

rectors, then Lay Directors, of the Archdiocese of 

Newark Cursillo movement, these five Cursillistas 

represent 20 years of leadership service. Pictured 

here: current Lay Director Jean Kalemba (2nd from 

left), flanked by past Lay Directors Pat Carr, Kathy 

Glowski, Bob Oechslin and Joe Clark.  
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Ultreya November, 2012 at OLPH 

September, 2012  at Blessed Sacrament/St. Charles Borromeo, Newark. 

Ultreyas are held at various locations throughout the Archdiocese. 


