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It has been a long haul 

through the Covid pandemic 

which is not yet over, but we 

are starting to see a light at 

the end of the Covid tunnel 

with the actual delivery of 

vaccines and ease of testing 

becoming more available. Yet 

we still must be cautious not 

to unravel all the progress 

that is being made. 

Reflecting this Lenten Season 

on the past year for our Cur-

sillo Community (and myself), 

it has been a challenge figur-

ing out and navigating the 

strange environments that 

have taken root around us.  

Nothing is as it was: the ways 

we socialize and work, school-

ing, interaction – or lack of - 

with our family and friends, 

access to medical help, the 

practice of our Liturgies, the 

divisiveness in our society and 

government. Even our mobil-

ity (going out or staying in) 

that has always been unre-

stricted has been impacted.  

I have been saddened by what 

seems like a losing battle 

every time a Cursillo event has 

been postponed or cancelled. 

The Spirit of Cursillo thrives on 

being in community with each 

other, in the presence of 

each other while in the pres-

ence of the Lord. That spirit 

exists in the hugs, face-to-

face interactions and the 

living rollos that so joyously 

have nourished us over the 

decades.  

Technology has given us al-

ternate methods to keep in 

touch with each other and 

even broadened our ability 

to re-connect with those who 

have moved out of the re-

gion. The wonderful art of 

hand-written letters that 

served the world for most of 

history has been replaced by 

e-mails and text messages. 

While these do afford us in-

stant accessibility to each 

other, those keyboard-

generated communication 

methods seem less personal 

than a handpicked card or 

paper with one’s own hand-

writing on it.  

One of the things that has 

not been taken away from us 

and has not been radically 

altered: God’s ability to reach 

us. In fact, we may have 

been given an opportunity 

through all these changing 

environments to focus on 

our spiritual lives more than 

usual to hear, see and experi-

ence God reaching us.  

I have finally been able to 

develop a daily rosary devo-

tion. I’m more available to 

help my wife, Carroll with her 

increased burden from 

teaching in-person and virtu-

ally at the same time. A gen-

tleman from my parish 

reached out wanting to start 

a public gathering of men to 

pray the Rosary on the first 

Saturday of the month in 

front of my parish Church of 

Corpus Christi where 

passersby could see us. We 

have turned that into praying 

the Rosary each month and 

moving to different churches 

to hopefully gather more 

men for each gathering. We 

are masked and socially dis-

tant from each other, but 

there is a special feel to pray-

ing the Rosary with other 

men in public.  

Our ability to personally visit 

those we love who are ill, in 

assisted living facilities, or 

hospitalized has perhaps 

been the most difficult as-

pect of the times we are liv-

ing through. The impact that 
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different route to avoid King Herod, what 

will our different routes be to return to 

God due to the changes in our environ-

ments? 

As I began – there is a light at the end of 

the tunnel. When we reach that light – 

what will happen? We will probably try 

to go back and grasp at what has been 

lost to us this past year. And in doing so, 

we will resume the busyness of trying to 

do everything and make up for lost time.  

I actually dread that happening, because 

now is the time we can do that spiritual 

work that evades us when we are too 

busy. 

We all know well the phrase from the 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit “. . . and kindle 

in us the fire of your love.” Kindle 

means to light up, illuminate, or make 

bright.  If your fire has been smoldering, 

reduced to a few warm embers, or ex-

tinguished because of the struggles of 

this past year or more, then this is time 

for all of us to RE-KINDLE the fire of 

God’s love in our lives. 

I encourage you and pray that you will 

use the remainder of this time before 

“we go back to whatever the new nor-

mal will be” to pray for yourselves, your 

loved ones, all those who are hurting 

and for our Cursillo Movement. 

We are still full steam ahead for the 

Men’s 195th Cursillo Weekend (June 3rd 

– 6th) in Kearny under Rector Gordon 

Roehrer, Warden Ed Enright and Service 

Team Chief John Ventola. Please start 

praying palanca now for every person 

involved in that weekend. Let us pray 

together that with God at our side – we 

can RE-KINDLE the charism of Cursillo 

that has so touched all of our lives 

through our weekends and 4th day 

groups. 

May God Bless you! DeColores! 
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has had on me resulted in a tremendous 

increase in my prayer time for my loved 

ones and any one I have been asked to 

pray for or cannot get to visit. 

What I want to point out here is that God 

comes to us where we are. He does not 

take away without giving us new ways of 

addressing life and our environments. 

Lent continues to give us all the opportu-

nity to explore what is happening in our 

spiritual lives. We began Lent with an 

invitation to “turn back to God - to re-

turn to our Lord.”  Like the wise men 

who returned to their homeland by a 

Men’s 195th Cursillo Weekend is June 3-6, 2021 

After several postponements, the Men’s 

195th Weekend is scheduled for June 3-6.  

The theme is “Unity, Peace, Love.”  Gordon 

Roehrer is Rector, Ed Enright, Warden and Fr. 

Tom Lipnicki is Spiritual Director. 

Team: Ken Gybers, Ideals; Tom Torpey, Laity; 

Lyndon Gunning, Study; Pete Monacchio, 

Action; Carmen Distano, Leaders; William 

Kessler, Environments; Mike Kirwan, Christi-

anity in Action.   Lou Costello and Tony Ven-

tola and Personal Contacts; Pat Carr and 

Gordon Roehrer are Music Ministers and John 

Ventola heads up the Service Team. 

Applications can be found on mycursillo.com. 
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Hanging On 

We all know how difficult the past year 

has been for most if not all of us in cop-

ing with Covid 19 and the life-changes it 

brought.  As Cursillistas, we also know 

how challenging it has been to keep our 

movement active and worthwhile.  We 

know it’s not dead, but so many things 

often stop us from making the connec-

tions we need to engage in our faith 

formation. 

My Group Reunion has tried to meet 

every 2-3 weeks on Wednesday eve-

ning.  Occasionally we have 2-3 people, 

other times it’s been 6-8.  As is usual, 

sometimes there is a lot to share, other 

times not so much.  But underlying all 

the sharing has been 2 contrasting emo-

tions—despair and hope.  The despair is 

for illness, loneliness, fear, and not be-

lieving God is listening.  Those who ex-

pressed hope had found something to 

grasp, something to hold on to make 

them feel His presence, however fleet-

ing it may have been.  I’d like to share a 

few signs of hope with you. 

This Lent I have changed my routine of 

giving up something (usually diet coke 

or wine—the loss of either makes Bar-

bara a not-so-nice person!).  My parish 

started having Adoration one day a 

week, and I signed up for an hour.  Now, 

I had done Adoration in the past at Cor-

pus Christi and found it gave me inner 

peace and allowed me to get in some 

spiritual reading.  This time at my parish 

I continue to read, but I also focus on 

having a conversation with God.  While 

reading Mathew Kelly’s I Heard God 

Laugh, I learned about contemplative 

prayer.  It was a game changer for me.  

Slowly, I learned to speak but also to 

hope that my retirement will be one 

where I can be Christ to others and share 

Him with them through my time, talent 

and treasure. 

 The other night we were sharing about 

what each was doing during Lent.  After 

discussing the TV series The Chosen, and 

some books a few ladies had read, one 

woman said she had been binge-watching 

any movie of faith she could find on TV. 

She found stories from the Old Testament, 

New Testament, and current day.     She 

also joined Adoration in her parish and is 

part of a commu-

nity at her church.  

When someone 

said they were 

hesitant about 

doing anything, 

and didn’t know 

where to start, 

she commented, 

"I need Jesus so 

much right now. I 

am just throwing 

myself at the foot 

of the Cross and 

hanging on!“.  

What a wonderful expression of faith!   

While we all laughed, it made us realize 

that especially in times like these there is 

no better place to be than at the foot of 

the Cross, hanging on to Him and knowing 

that He is the cure for loneliness, for fear, 

for despair, for numbness.  HE IS HOPE. 

Lord Jesus, help me to hold on tight! 

 

LISTEN to the Holy Spirit in the conver-

sation, and not make it all one-sided as I 

used to do!   I would read something 

and then ask God what he wanted me 

to do with that passage, or how did it 

relate to my life?   I also had Max Lu-

cado’s Applause From Heaven, which is 

a wonderful treatise on the Beatitudes.  

Matthew Kelly used the Beatitudes to 

show how contemplative prayer could 

work.  God-incidence for sure!   So, I 

was getting the message loud and clear 

of what He wanted me to focus on in my 

life.  I needed this right now because I 

was facing some challenges about re-

tirement, how to use my finances 

wisely, what kind of house do I want to 

buy for retirement, getting my house 

ready to sell, etc.  I realized through 

these conversations that I needed to 

focus on what was important, and it 

WAS NOT money.  Nor could I make the 

decisions on my own; I sought His wis-

dom, mercy and humility to help me 

make the best decisions possible, know-

ing He has my back.  With Him, I have 

By Barbara Kittle, Assistant Lay Director 



During our Holy Land Pilgrimage two years 
ago, we gathered early one morning be-
fore the streets of Jerusalem came to life 
to walk the Via Dolorosa.  We walked, 
stopping and praying, touched by the 
memory of the terrible painful journey 
that Jesus had taken so many years ago 
over this very same stony street.  As we 
walked along, pilgrim after pilgrim took 
the cross and helped to carry it along the 
way.  Pilgrim after pilgrim stepped up to 
read the prayers of the station that was 
special to them, that touched their heart 
or touched their life in some personal 
way.  Our sad reflective journey brought 
us to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  It 
is a profound experience to climb to Cal-
vary and kneel down to touch that very 
spot. It is a silent transformative moment 
to enter the small chapel built over the 
tomb that held the body of our Beloved. 
So many of us gathered around the stone 
on which bodies - the body of Jesus was 
laid, anointed, wrapped and prepared for 
burial.  Reaching out to touch this oiled 
stone you could almost touch the suffering 
and pain of this Holy One of God- this 
bruised, beaten Savior of the world.  
  

This year we enter into the journey of suf-
fering and death of the Christ not on the 
streets of Jerusalem but right here on our 
very own streets, in our very own 
neighborhoods and families.   
We have seen hatred, discrimination, be-

trayal, and brutal death on the 
street.  We have seen the sad deaths of 
some we know and love who died alone, 
struggling for every last breath. We have 
seen rioting crowds, angry and destruc-
tive.   We continue to see isolation, inse-
curity, discrimination, so much fear, 
hopelessness and suffering. The pan-
demic, the social climate of our country, 
and the need for this long lockdown has 
touched us all.   
 
How has all of this changed us?  The 
journey of Jesus so long ago led to new 
life, transforming love poured 
out.  What of the suffering all around us 
this past year - how has it touched 
you?  Has it pushed you further into 
isolation, impatience, frustration? Or is 
it moving you to a new kind of love, 
compassion, acceptance? 
 
Pope Francis. In his Lenten Message 
says this:  
 
Love, following in the footsteps of 
Christ, in concern and compassion for 
all, is the highest expression of our 
faith and hope.  Love rejoices in seeing 

others grow. Hence it suffers when 
others are anguished, lonely, sick, 
homeless, despised or in need. Love is 
a leap of the heart; it brings us out of 
ourselves and creates bonds of sharing 
and communion. 
“‘Social love’ makes it possible to ad-
vance towards a civilization of love, to 
which all of us can feel called. With its 
impulse to universality, love is capable 
of building a new world. No mere senti-
ment, it is the best means of discover-
ing effective paths of development for 
everyone” (Fratelli Tutti, 183). 
 
Where is your Lenten walk lead-
ing?  Being with the suffering Jesus and 
our suffering brothers and sisters, what 
is changing and being stretched in you? 
What response is rising in your 
heart?  What authentic action of love 
needs expression in your deeds?   
That first Easter brought new life and a 

call to the followers of Jesus to go forth 

and change the world of that time.  Will 

this Easter ahead bring us to new life 

and a transforming love that can change 

our very world? The choice is ours! 

Our Lenten Walk 
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By Sr. Linda Klaiss 

A Bit of Enlightenment 

Part of my daily reading is a book I found 

while sorting my late mother’s prayer books: 

God Calling.  It was written by two anony-

mous women in the 1930s who claim that 

these messages had been given to them by 

the living Christ Himself.  It is written in the 

first person, and as I read each passage, I 

envision Jesus sitting next to me, whispering 

the words He so ardentlywants me to hear.  

This from March 15: 

     Remember, you are only an instrument.  Not yours to 
decide how or when or where you act.  I plan all that.  
Make yourself very fit to do My work.  All that hinders 
your activity must be cured. 

     Mine is the Cross on which the burdens of the world are 
laid.  How foolish is any one of My disciples who seeks to 
bear his own burdens, when there is only one place for 
them—My Cross. 
     It is like a weary man on a hot and dusty road, bearing 
a heavy load, when all plans have been made for its car-
riage.  The road, the scenery, flowers, beauty around—all 
are lost. 
     But, My children, you may think I did say, “Take up 
your cross and follow Me.” 
     Yes, but the cross given to each one of you is only a cross 
provided on which you can crucify the self of yours that 
hinders progress and Joy, and prevents the flow through 
your being of My invigorating Life and Spirit. 
     Listen to Me, love Me, joy in Me.  Rejoice. 

By Joanne Rinkus 



“Here come the sun...doo da doo do... 
Here comes the sun, and I say 
It’s all right”...George Harrison 
 
Is there anyone who hears this refrain that 
doesn’t feel a little uplifting, a sense of 
hope, a glimmer of optimism...no matter 
the season, the day, the cares of the world 
pressing down?  A desire to sing along that 
“it’s all right”? 
 
During the season of Lent, we sometimes 
get so caught up in the solemnity of the 
season, that we focus only on the failures 
and wrongdoings of the past...our own self
-reprisals...the “r’s” of remorse, regret, 
repentance.  We don’t always view Lent as 
a season of great opportunity for positive 
spiritual growth...a time of renewal, rec-
onciliation, restoration...and yes, rejoic-
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Hearing That Tune... 

ing!  Pope Francis reminds us that we 
should remember not only the peniten-
tial nature, but also the joyful nature of 
Lent: 
 
“Rejoice, Jerusalem...”  (Is 66:10).  What 

is the reason for this joy?  In the middle 

of Lent, what is the reason for this 

joy?...God’s love found its summit in the 

gift of His Son to a weak and sinful hu-

manity.  He gave His Son to us, to all of 

us.” 

Can we do it?  Can we continue our 

Lenten journey in joyful anticipation?  

Can we sing our own Christ-centered 

refrain as we approach the great cele-

bration of Easter ? 

“Here come the Son...doo da doo do... 
Here comes the Son, and I say 
It’s all right”… 
 
 
 

By Ginny Topolski 

A year ago, when the Secretariat became 
aware of the full impact of the pandemic 
on our ability to gather together safely in 
groups of any form, we decided that the 
close confines of using St. Peter's in Belle-
ville as our CASA would no longer work in 
this environment. In fact the St. Peter's 
CASA has been closed for any activities 
since the outbreak of Covid. 
 
At Fr. John Gordon's suggestion, we de-
cided to revisit what the Kearny Youth 
Center was doing during this time. What 
we learned was that the Kearny facility is 
designated as a hotel operation in the 
State and was able to remain open sub-
ject to sanitizing protocols they put into 
place. While most of their booked re-
treats and activities were canceled by the 
users, there were still some weekend 
retreats that were held and some week-
ends that were available for booking. 
 
In addition, the Kearny management has 
instituted many sanitizing protocols to 
make users feel more comfortable and 

It’s Back to the Casa Again... By Paul Carris 

was able to offer us weekends when we 
would be the only guests, thereby giving 
us much more room to spread out and 
socially distance.  

 
With the progress that has been made 
on rapid testing, the increased availabil-
ity of vaccines and the Covid protocols 
in place, we are ready to hold the Men's 
195th Weekend  June 3- 6. There will be 
some adjustments in how we actually 
run the weekend, but those will be 
worked out between now and then.  In 
order to educate everyone and reduce 
any anxiety, we are including a summary 
of those protocols by Bob Weingartner 
on the next page. 

 

Be sure to check out our new website!  

Gordon Roehrer is the new WebMaster and 

has renovated the site and has included more 

photos, videos and features links to some 

Archdiocesan offerings, and more. 

Our thanks to Susan Carney who for many 

years offered her  invaluable assistance on 

the website.   Gracias! 
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Covid-19 Safety Guidelines at the Casa By Bob Weingartner  

The Casa in Kearny has issued guidelines for weekends during the Covid-19 pandemic.  These precautions will help to optimize the 

safety of all attendees.  If you have candidates that are concerned with safety protocols, this may reassure them.  If you have any 

further questions, contact Bob Weingartner at weinfive@aol.com. 

1.  In General: 

a.  If you show any of the following symptoms, do not come on the weekend: a fever above 100.3, cough, shortness of breath, 
muscle aches/chills, sore throat, diarrhea/vomiting, loss of taste/smell. Also, if you have been in close contact with some-
one who has been diagnosed with Covid-19, please stay home. 

b.     Upon arriving at the Kearny Casa Thursday, everyone on the weekend must show evidence of: 
  i.  being fully vaccinated OR   
  ii. a negative COVID-19 test 
c.    No visitors are allowed in the building for the entire weekend. 
d.    No Smoking! Smoking will not be permitted anywhere on the property or vicinity of the property. 
e.    Except for dining, please remain in the building.  Do not wander. 

2.    Covid-19 safety protocols to protect everyone on the weekend: 
a. We have use of the entire Casa and church to maximize social distancing. 
b. Signage: wear masks, social distancing, symptoms list (in bathrooms), hand sanitizer stations.  
c. Masks and social distancing are required in all buildings. It is recommended that you bring your own mask and supply of 

hand sanitizer.  A supply of extra masks is available.   
d. Sanitization: the halls, meeting rooms and common areas are sanitized (pump spray) by the Casa maintenance staff before 

the weekend and every time we leave the building (during dining). The solution sprayed is odorless and dries in 2 minutes.   
   If you crack your room door open when we leave to eat, they will sanitize your room from the hall (but will not enter). 

3.   Temperature Checks: 
a.    On Thursday night, you must enter the Casa thru the lower parking lot entrance. In the foyer, you will find an electronic LCD 
safety station that checks wrist temperature and for the presence of a face mask.  It is a required check for all retreatants. Ac-
ceptable results are required to stay at the Casa. 
b.    After each meal (3x/day), we will perform and record temperature checks with hand-held devices.  

 4.   Daily Monitoring: 
a. On Thursday night upon entering the building and each morning, you will self-complete the “Covid-19 Daily Checklist” and 

return to the Warden/Angel. This is important as it confirms your continued good health. 

5.   If you become sick:   
a. If someone on the weekend has symptoms (see “Covid-19 Daily Checklist”), they would notify the Warden/Angel and imme-

diately be moved to the designated “sick room” (room 115 or 217) and then be transported off the weekend.  
b. The Kearny Director (Tom Conboy) must be notified.  The sick person’s name remains confidential.   
c. If multiple persons come down with symptoms, further discussion would be required including the possibility of discontinu-

ing the weekend. 

6.   Dining Hall:   
a. The dining hall is set-up as “grab and go” food.  Meals are prepared in kitchen and served behind plexiglass. 
b. We will socially distance in lines, pick our selections and move along.   

7.   Please  
a. Be aware of social distancing at all times.  If not sure, ask! 
b. Wash and sanitize your hands often. 
 

Your cooperation is appreciated so that we can all enjoy a safe weekend! Thank You! 


