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As this is my first time ad-
dressing you as your Lay 
Director, I would like you to 
know that I am truly hon-
ored to be serving you in 
this capacity. My prayer is 
that I am able to lead our 
pilgrim ship on the course 
that God calls us to travel, 
with Christ at our helm and 
with our sails powered by 
the Holy Spirit. As people of 
prayer, I ask for your con-
tinued prayer support for 
our movement and for your 
leaders, that by the help of 
God we may continue to 
grow this movement, con-
tinue to attract good, solid 
leaders as well as Weekend 
candidates and that we all 
grow in the love of our Lord 
together through our minis-

tering to one another. 

I continue to marvel at the 
power of Cursillo. As far as 
my own spirituality and 
spiritual growth is con-
cerned, I love attending 
Mass, I love receiving the 
sacraments and I love the 
definitive presence of the 
Holy Spirit when ―two or 
more‖ Cursillistas gather to 
share our faith and our jour-

neys.  

Making a Cursillo made such 
a huge impact on my life. In 
retrospect, it was almost as 
if a whole new world had 
been opened up for me. I 
viewed my faith and spiritu-
ality with a completely new 
perspective. I yearned to 
grow closer in any possible 
way to my God and Savior. 
For someone who was reluc-
tant to go on Cursillo, I 

practically ran to that first 
local Group Reunion gather-
ing. I felt empowered and 
validated and commissioned. 
Group Reunion then, in turn, 
transcended the Weekend 
experience. The friends I 
made were like a family. We 
fed each other spiritually to 
the point that our gathering 
and sharing and bonding felt 
akin in some ways to the sac-

ramental.  

Not too long after I made Cur-
sillo, I served on Kitchen Crew 
(the old name for Service 
Team), then Team and Service 
Team more times after that. 
Serving as Rector for the 
Men‘s 171st in 2006 – now that 
was an amazing experience! I 
have met many wonderful 
friends along the way. 
Grounded, committed, Christ-
focused friends. Friends that 
seem to reflect everything 
that I see as being great about 
Cursillo. Its grandeur, majesty 
and transformative powers. 
Men and women that unknow-
ingly teach me something 
about my own personal rela-
tionship with God every time 
we get together. Good, solid 
soldiers for Christ. Cursillistas 
that don‘t know the word 
―no‖. My Cursillo brothers and 
sisters are continually giving 
of themselves to help others…
and paradoxically, they end 
up being the ones who grow 

due to their giving.  

I feel so blessed to be a part 
of this great movement. Faith 
and spirituality are such an 
important part of our lives. If 
we truly believe what we pro-
fess to believe in the Creed 

we recite at Mass then we 
should be nothing less than 
compelled to delve more 
deeply into the mysteries of 
our faith, and what better 
way than Cursillo to facilitate 

that holy yearning?  

I continue to group and 
through these gatherings I 
continue to grow. If you hap-
pen to be reading this as 
someone who made a Cursillo 
but at this point you are not 
grouping, please, please con-
sider joining or starting a 
Group Reunion. Remember 
how you felt that Sunday 
night after the Cursillo week-
end? It‘s not too late to rekin-
dle that flame and recapture 
the presence of the Spirit 
that was so apparent over 
those three days. It‘s like 
inviting grace back into your 
life. If you‘re reluctant to 
take that first step by break-
ing out of your comfort zone, 
then why not come to an Ul-
treya? Our next one is coming 
up at the Casa on Friday, July 
17th. Cursillo is not an event. 
It‘s a lifestyle. Adopting the 
Cursillo lifestyle has had a 
tremendous positive impact 
not only on my spirituality, 
but on every aspect of my 
life. When it comes to Cur-
sillo, there‘s no such thing as 
―too much of a good thing‖. I 
feel truly blessed to be a part 

of this wonderful movement. 

On a separate note, I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank my good friend Joe 
Clark for the outstanding job 
he did during his recently-
completed tenure as Lay Di-
rector. Joe, the Newark   
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Pat Carr, cont‘d 

port, and his love of Cursillo.  I am 
grateful for the empowerment and 

leadership he gave to the Secretariat. 

Thank you to the entire Secretariat 
for their dedication and support.   I 
like to recognize Cathy Drake for her 
more than fourteen years of service to 
Cursillo as 
our pro-
ject man-
ager and 
Ed Alger, 
who has 
served as 
past treas-
urer and 
applica-
tion chair-
person for 
many, 
many 

years.  

Thanks to all Spiritual Directors, Rec-
tors, Angels, Wardens, Team mem-
bers, Service and Support Teams who 
served on weekends.  Through pal-
anca, prayer, persistence, and your 
God-given talents, many more people 
now have a relationship with the Lord, 
and their group reunions sustain them 

through their life. 

 A special thank you to all the spon-
sors of candidates.  You are responsi-
ble for the continued growth of Cur-
sillo.  You put into action ―Make a 
Friend, Be a friend and Bring that 

friend to Christ‖. 

Pat Carr, our new director, has 
been a faithful and hardworking 
assistant lay director.  He is a faith
-filled man who has always said yes 
to the Lord.  Among the ways he 
served Cursillo was as Dean of Stu-
dents for our Leaders School.   Eve-
ryone who attended the school en-
joyed his friendly and joyful wel-
come – a welcome that was very 
conducive to learning more about 
the Cursillo method.    Thank you 

Pat for a job well done.  

To me, Cursillo is a gathering place 
for people who share a common 
journey with the Lord.  It is a place 
of hospitality.  When we speak of 
Cursillo, we can proudly say, ―All 
are Welcome‖.  Our lives proclaim 
the words of St. Paul in his letter 
to the Ephesians:  ―You are strang-
ers and aliens no longer; you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of 

God.‖   

Let us all welcome Pat and Jean 
with open hearts and minds as they 
begin the new Cursillo year as our 

leaders. 

 

DeColores,   

Joe 
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    To My Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

The theme from the Day of Renewal 
on May 2nd was ―Journey with the 
Lord‖.   While serving as your lay 
director, I had the pleasure of being 

on a fantastic journey with the Lord.   

 I was in a position to see and appre-
ciate things from a different angle.   
I have witnessed your love and un-
derstanding for one another.  You 
shared your stories and journeys with 
the Lord with me.  I have heard your 
voices singing praises to the Lord at 
sponsor Masses, Weekend closings, 

and Days of Renewal. 

You have lifted my spirit many, 
many, times. On Thursday evenings I 
saw the confused and puzzled looks 
on candidates‘ faces turn into smiles 

of joy by Sunday afternoon. 

It was a great journey and a hum-
bling experience to have served as 
your lay director.   Father John 
Gordon reminded me I have lived 
Heaven on Earth at the Day of Re-
newal. My life has been enriched in 
Faith and Love.  I thank all of you for 

these gifts. 

I thank my wife Lorraine for all her 
support and encouragement;    and 
my sponsors Bob and Lorraine 
Oechslin for sharing the gift of Cur-
sillo with Lorraine and me.  I thank 
my mentor Cathy Glowski for all that 
she taught me while I served as her 
assistant;  Father Tom for all his sup-

Cursillo grew and flourished under your 
guidance. Eight successful Weekends took 
place with you at the helm – look how 
many lives were changed for the better. 
You were a steady, unflinching leader 
and your affable demeanor and can-do 
attitude set the tone for the movement. 
I‘m certain that your hard work will be 

richly rewarded.  

 

And last but by no means least I would 
like to welcome Jean Kalemba as our 
new Assistant Lay Director. Jean is a long
-time Cursillo proponent. Believe me 
when I tell you they don‘t come much 
better than Jean. Her Cursillo resume 
includes many turns serving on Team and 
Service Team. Most recently, Jean has 
served on the Secretariat as Co-Chair of 
the all-important Weekend Committee. 
With Jean by my side, I know we can‘t 

miss. I‘m certain her able leadership 
and positive attitude will serve us well. 
Together we promise to 
serve faithfully and to 
bring our local move-
ment to even greater 
heights. All for the 

greater glory of God.  

Good-bye and Welcome from Joe Clark 



During his opening remarks at the May 

Ultreya, John Ventola referred to the 

fact that he‘ll always be known as 

Sam and Erma‘s son. He proudly said 

he was ―second generation Cursillo.‖ 

A few weeks ago, while Pat Carr was 

speaking to the Men‘s and Women‘s 

Teams for this Fall, he made the same 

comment: that he is ―second genera-

tion Cursillo.‖  

I was so glad to hear both of these 
men speak of the fact that their par-
ents are Cursillistas who inspired or 
perhaps directed their sons to experi-
ence a Cursillo. I ask the question: 
where is the third generation Cursil-

listas? 

Back in the seventies and early eight-
ies, Cursillo of the Archdiocese of 
Newark held as many as twelve Week-
ends a year! Now we‘re grateful to 
have four and even so, sometimes it‘s 
difficult finding enough Candidates to 
make the Weekend viable. What hap-

pened? 

When Past Rector Liz Cooper gave the 
Action Rollo some twenty five years 
ago, she entered the Rollo Room on a 
tricycle and then stood up and 

Youth Center can accommodate all 

the Weekends we need to schedule! 

 

If the apostles hadn‘t shared the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with their 
generation – the folks both older 
and especially younger than them-
selves – I would not be writing and 
you would not be reading this. Cur-
sillo is for everyone, but we espe-
cially need the twentysomethings 
and thirtysomethings to grow closer 
to the Lord, to learn how they can 
evangelize their environment and 
become the Cursillo Leaders of to-

morrow. 

Today (June 25th) is the anniversary 
of the Supreme Court‘s infamous 
decision that removed prayer from 
our public schools. That and many 
other trends and societal changes 
have made American society in-
creasingly secular. The Spirit of God 
rests upon us! Let‘s allow that Spirit 
to help us change the world: one 

new Cursillista at a time. 
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a sudden friends from the past and 
present started to contact me. It also 
seemed to me to be a good place to 
create a group that we can all join to 
connect, reconnect, and share infor-
mation and upcoming events with 
fellow Cursillistas. And, it is a great 
way for those who have moved out of 

the Archdiocese to stay in contact. 

 The group that you can join on 
Facebook is called mycursillo.com. It 
is dedicated for use by Cursillistas of 
the Archdiocese of Newark New Jer-
sey Cursillo Community.  We have 58 
members and growing. Come visit 

and check us out! 

   One thing that happened to me as I 
became older and I thought wiser was 
that my children started to communi-
cate with me with text messages in-
stead of phone calls. Then came Face-
book and a new world opened up. My 
daughter again insisted I join for a 
multitude of reasons. Facebook is a 
social utility that connects people 
with friends and others who work, 
study and live around them. People 
use Facebook to keep up with friends, 
upload an unlimited number of pho-
tos, share links and videos, and learn 
more about the people they meet. 
Out of curiosity I signed up and all of 

shouted: ―Give me an ‗A!‘‖ ―A!‖ ―Give 
me a ‗C!‘‖ ―C!‖ ―Give me a ‗T!‘‖ ―T!‖ 
―Give me an ‗I!‘‖ ―I!‖ ―Give me an 
‗O!‘‖ ―O!‖ ―Give me an ‗N!‘‖ ―N!‖ 
―Whattaya got?‖ ―Action!‖ ―No, you 

only have the word ‗Action.‘‖ 

When we gather in Group Reunion, we 
discuss our Piety, Study, Action and 
Moment Closest to Christ. I don‘t want 
to make any accusations, but maybe 
we need to brush up on our Action: 
make a friend, be a friend, bring a 

friend to Christ. 

Every one of us knows someone who 
would benefit from making a Cursillo. 
In this challenging world where people 
are exposed to ―The Real Housewives 
of New Jersey‖ and where a fifteen 
year old girl is arrested for child por-
nography for posting pictures of her-
self, an encounter with Jesus on a 
Cursillo Weekend is more necessary 

than ever. 

When was the last time you sponsored 
someone to make a Weekend? When 
was the last time you asked someone 
to make a Weekend? Instead of Rec-
tors worrying whether or not their 
Weekend will take place, we should 
be concerned as to whether or not the 

Father Tom Lipnicki:  Cursillo more necessary than ever 

Cursillistas now on Facebook     
Anyone can join just by going to: 
http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=75291300896  and 
sign up. Please feel free to post 
any and all upcoming events, pho-
tos and anything else related to 
Cursillo. If you need help or have a 
question please call me at 201-836-

1911 or email me at  

lennyhennig@gmail.com. 

  

   :)               

By Lenny Hennig 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=75291300896
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=75291300896


Blessed Sacrament / St. Charles Borromeo Answers the Call to Service 

   The spring, 2009 Women‘s and Men‘s 
Cursillo Weekends were each blessed to 
have Service Teams from Blessed Sacra-
ment / St. Charles Borromeo, Newark to 
minister to them. The selfless giving of the 
Cursillistas of this parish added a lively 
dimension to the weekend experience for 
Candidates and Team 

alike.  

Both the Women‘s 
and Men‘s Service 
Team contingents 
from Blessed Sacra-
ment / St. Charles 
met for many months 
in preparation for the Weekend. There 
was a definitive element of joy among the 
Service Team members – this is a labor of 
love. The Women‘s Service Team was lead 
by C.C. Conway and Merilyn Smith while 
the Men‘s Service Team was headed up by 

Andrew Uche and Donovan Green.  

The Blessed Sacrament women served a 

Team lead by Rector Yvonne Green, also 
from Blessed Sacrament, and Angel Mi-
chelle Seymour from Sacred Heart, Ro-
chelle Park. Spiritual Directors included 
Fr. John Gordon, Sr. Linda Klaiss and 
Blessed Sacrament‘s own Fr. Anselm 
Nwaorgu. This Weekend was blessed with 

twenty-six Candidates! 
Msgr. Paul Schetelick, 
pastor of St. Andrew, 
Bayonne (and former 
Blessed Sacrament / 
St. Charles pastor) 
celebrated the Spon-

sors Mass.  

The Blessed Sacrament Men served a 
Team lead by Rector Hap Moran of St. 
Anastasia, Teaneck and Warden Ron Pep-
son of Annunciation, Paramus. Spiritual 
Directors on the Weekend included Fr. 
Patrick Donohue, Fr. Ernie Rush and Dea-
con Domenic Messina. This weekend was 
blessed with sixteen Candidates! Fr. 
Longinus Ugwuegbulam, Parochial Vicar 

of Blessed Sacrament / St. Charles, 

celebrated the Sponsors Mass.  

It goes without saying that Cursillo 
Weekends are a group effort. Team, 
Candidates and Service Team come to-
gether assisted directly by their Support 
Team and indirectly by the prayers and 
palanca of the entire Cursillo commu-
nity. All are united in their service to 

Christ.  

Please continue to pray for our Cursillo 
movement and for Candidates for both 
the fall ‘09 and spring ‘10 Weekends 

coming up.  
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HELP WANTED:  Service Teams for Future Cursillo Weekends 

The upcoming spring, 2010 Women‘s 
Weekend is in need of a Service Team. 
Michelle Seymour will be leading that 
Team as Rector. She would surely appreci-
ate your help. The dates of this Weekend 
are Thursday, April 8 – Sunday, April 11. 
Most of us know how wonderfully enriching 
it is to serve the Cursillo movement in this 
capacity. Groups consisting of same-parish 

Cursillistas, one or two combined Group 
Reunions, a group of candidates from 
the same Weekend or a random combi-
nation of Cursillista friends could band 
together to make up a Service Team. 
The one qualification is that you have 

made a Cursillo Weekend.  

Why not consider living out the Cursillo 
call to leadership by taking the initia-
tive to launch a Service Team for next 
spring? Please prayerfully consider this 
opportunity and then contact Trish 
Ferrara, Secretariat Weekend Commit-
tee Coordinator at 201-493-7138. 
Friendships formed among Service 

Team members last a lifetime. 

Cursillo Priests Receive Papal Honor as new Monsignors 

Two of our ac-
tive Cursillista 
priests in the 
Archdiocese of 
Newark have 
been honored 
with the title of 
Reverend Monsi-
gnor by His Holi-
ness Pope Bene-

dict XVI. 

Honored as 
Chaplains to His 
Holiness with 
the title of Reverend Monsignor are: Rev-
erend Monsignor Anselm Nwaorgu, Pas-
tor, Blessed Sacrament/St. Charles Bor-

romeo Parish, Newark and Reverend Mon-
signor Lewis V. Papera, Pastor, Corpus 

Christi Parish, Hasbrouck Heights. 

In commenting on the honors, Archbishop 
John Myers said, "I am happy for these 
men,… first for their witness to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ through their work and 
generosity, and second for their goodness 
and loyalty to the Church.  Please join me 
in extending congratulations, prayers, and 
gratitude to these Priests ... for their 
dedicated service to the Church as ac-

knowledged by our Holy Father." 

An Evening Prayer service at the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark will 
take place in the fall, at which time the 

entire Archdio-
cese will cele-
brate prayer-
fully and joy-
fully the hon-
ors bestowed 
by the Holy 

Father 

All of us in the 
Cursillo com-
munity join in 
the heartfelt 

congratulations to both of these grace-

filled Spiritual Directors.  

Rev. Msgr. Lew Papera 

Rev. Msgr. Nwaorgu 



We plan, God laughs.  Not true.  We may 
plan, but God does not laugh or cry; in-
stead God allows nature to take its 
course.  Once the course of nature takes 
hold, whether it is a joyous celebration 
of new life or a tragic loss through death, 
God neither laughs nor cries.  Instead a 
hand of Grace is ex-
tended and it is up to 
us to accept that Grace 

or turn from it.  

 

My years as a Cursillista 
have been long and 
joyous.  I have spent 
almost half my life trying to live out 
those final words; ―Christ is counting on 
you, and I am counting on Christ.‖ When 
Pat‘s call came, asking me to serve as 
Assistant Lay Director I hesitated.  Pat, I 
need to take time with this one.  Msgr. 
John Kiley‘s words of ―Say yes, and worry 
about it later‖ rang in my ears and my 
heart, but my mind said, hold on, better 
think long and hard about this one.  If I 
say yes I will probably become the oldest 
Assistant Lay Director in the history of 
the Newark Archdiocese Cursillo (ouch).  
Everyone knows what we need is new 
blood, not old slushy stuff.  I have re-
sponsibilities that usurp Cursillo – home, 

family, work...just like you.   People are 
always telling me I have too much to do, 
slow down, take care of you.  But the real 
reason for my hesitation was not based on 
responsibilities or age, but actually on 
fear.  Fear that once entered into this 
journey would I find myself doing God‘s 

will or mine; answering 
God‘s call or that of my 

ego. 

 

You already know that 
prayer is a wonderful 
thing.  I know that too, 
but often I make deci-

sions without prayer – counting not on 
God‘s wisdom and guidance but my own 
strengths.  This time I really knew that 
would not work; besides the Lenten Sea-
son was winding down, what better time 
for prayer.  So I sought out new places 
and people to pray with. I found powerful 
prayer in Newark during Blessed Sacra-
ments‘ Lenten Revival.  I traveled to East 
Rutherford to St. Joseph experiencing 
humble prayer as feet were washed.  I 
went north to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and experienced deeply moving prayer 
during the Good Friday‘s remembrance of 
Jesus‘ last words from the cross.  On Sat-
urday I came home to Our Lady of Holy 

Angels and listened as God‘s blessings 
were called down on food prepared for 
Easter‘s celebration.  Then I got another 
call.  Someone was needed to fill in as 
Eucharistic Minister for Holy Saturday‘s 
Liturgy of the Resurrection; yes I could.  
On that blessed and holy night, together 
with my brothers and sisters, I experi-
enced the glorious prayer of the risen 
Christ.  Prayer is a wonderful thing. To 
experience it in so many different ways is 
experiencing the powerful presence of 
God in our lives.  So my decision was 
made.  My yes was firm; my worries 
would have to come later, but not much 

later. 

 

Since the yes, my life has changed dra-
matically.  I planned, nature took its 
course.  Death came to my family; new 
responsibilities were brought to my door. 
But God did not laugh or cry, but ex-
tended that hand of Grace.  You are that 
Grace.  You continue to be God‘s Grace 
made visible in my life.  Thank you for 
allowing me to serve in this new capac-
ity.  Continue to pray with me as we 
travel this journey together.  Thy will be 

done. 

Upcoming Events in 2009 for the Cursillo Community: 

July 17 —    Ultreya, hosted by the Women‘s 158th. 

            At the Casa, Kearny. 

Sept 18 —   Ultreya,  Kearny  

Oct 2     —  Autumn Social/Fundraiser. (Stay tuned for more details!) 

Oct 22 –25  Women‘s 160th Weekend 

Nov 12-15   Men‘s 177th Weekend 

Nov 20        Ultreya, Kearny 

Dec 1          Cursillo Christmas Mass and Gathering  

 

 

Cursillo Newsletters are being sent 

out via e-mail only.  If you know of 

anyone who would like to receive it, 

please send their e-mail ID to me at 

jtrinkus@verizon.net.   

                  Joanne Rinkus, Editor 

 

From Our New Assistant Lay Director Jean Kalemba 

Mark Your Calendars for Future Cursillo Events 

 Page 5 

Msgr.John Kiley’s words of “Say 

yes, and worry about it later” 

rang in my ears and my heart 

To contact any members of the 

Secretariat, visit our website at 

mycursillo.com 
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The formal part of the meeting con-
cludes with prayer and song. There is 
always time for Cursillista fellowship 
before the evening is over. All in at-
tendance look forward to this part of 
the meeting as it gives everyone a 
chance to catch up with one another. 
These Ultreyas typically draw 60 or 
70 Cursillistas. We‘re always looking 

for new faces! 

On March 20, Gordon Roehrer, rector 
of the Men‘s 173rd Cursillo, facili-
tated the first spring Ultreya gather-
ing. Jack O‘Keefe, a candidate from 
the Men‘s 173rd,  from St. Paul‘s, 
Ramsey delivered a heart-felt wit-
ness. The book The Shack was used 
as a jumping-off point for Jack‘s 
talk. Vito Lupo, a team member from 
the Men‘s 
177th, offered 
the Lay Re-
sponse fol-
lowed by the 
Spiritual Re-
sponse by Fr. 
Charles Gran-
strand, Pastor 
of Our Lady of 
Mercy, Park 
Ridge. Fr. 
Charlie had 
been a Spiri-
tual Director 

on the Men‘s 173rd.  

On May 15, John Ventola, rector of 
the Men‘s 174th Cursillo, facilitated 
the second spring Ultreya event. 
John O‘Lock, a candidate from the 
Men‘s 174th, from Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Mountainside gave the key-
note witness talk, speaking of the 
roundabout journey that lead him to 
his wife and to a career in law en-
forcement. Every person at the event 
could relate in some way to his wit-
ness. James Bukowicz from St. 
Agnes, Clark, also a candidate on the 
Men‘s 174th, offered a lay response to 
John‘s witness. Fr. Thomas Lipnicki, 
pastor of  Our Lady of Perpetual 

The Blessed Mother Room at the 
Kearny Youth Center was the place 
to be for two separate Friday night 
Ultreyas this past spring. Ultreyas, or 
―the grouping of groups‖, bring Cur-
sillistas together to share their faith 
journeys, and to be fed spiritually by 

one another.  

The format remains the same for all 
of the Ultreyas we sponsor. A volun-
teer facilitator, frequently (but not 
always) a recent past rector, acts as 
the emcee for the evening. This per-
son calls the meeting to order with a 

prayer, leads the group in song and 
then initiates the Group Reunion por-
tion of the gathering whereby the 
attendees split up into groups of five 
or six and share with one another. 
Relating their Closest Moment to 
Christ is often times a highlight for 

this group exercise.  

At the conclusion of the Group Reun-
ion, the facilitator calls on a Cursil-

lista ―guest speaker‖ who has pre-
pared a witness talk about how Cur-
sillo has influenced their life and how 
they live out the Fourth Day mes-
sage. Another Cursillista is called on 
to give a brief layperson‘s response 
to the rollo followed by a response to 
the witness talk by a Spiritual Direc-

tor. 

Crowds Gather at Spring Ultreyas 
Help, Oakland, offered the Spiritual 

Response to the Witness talk.  

An official ―Changing of the Guard‖ 
ceremony took place at the end of 
this May Ultreya. Joe Clark concluded 
his two-year term as Lay Director and 
passed the baton to Pat Carr for him 
to serve as the new Lay Director. Fr. 

Thomas Lip-
nicki, our Cur-
sillo Spiritual 
Director, offici-
ated at this 
ceremony, of-
fering many 
thanks for 
Joe‘s faithful 
service and 
encouraging 
words for the 
start of Pat‘s 

tenure. 

Why not consider attending the next 
Ultreya coming up on Friday, July 17 
starting at 7:30 p.m. at the Casa? All 
Cursillistas and their friends are wel-
come. It‘s a great opportunity to show 
a potential candidate what Cursillo is 
all about. Our gatherings always con-
clude by 9:30 p.m. so you‘re not home 
too late for the start of your week-
end. If there are any Group Reunions 
looking for a service project, please 
consider volunteering to host a future 
Ultreya. Speak to Donovan Green or 
Rosemary Lisa – either one would be 
glad to hear from you. Contact info 
can be found at mycursillo.com. Just 

click on the ―Contacts‖ tab.    



And they said to one another, “Did not 

our hearts burn within us while He 

talked with us on the road and while 

he opened the Scriptures to us?” 

                  Luke 24:32 

A friend asked me why do I have to ask 

God for things or situations I want?   He 

knows everything! 

God wants a relationship with us.  If we 

get what we want, crave or need with-

out asking, how would we ever appre-

ciate it?  Like a spoiled child getting 

whatever he/she wants.  We would 

learn nothing.  Care for no one. 

I am attempting to make the time to 

really think about what I want; slow 

down and pray about the choices in 

front of me. 

I pray to God on all things, not just 

when trouble hits or big issues; all 

things. 

Have you ever noticed that with some 

people, you can not see them for a 

long time and pick up a conversation 

like it was yesterday? 

Yet there are other people that the 

thought of not talking to them every-

day is gut-wrenching torture.  I feel 

this way if I don‘t talk with Jesus each 

day.  I try to seek Christ in all I do. 

When I have a conversation with God, 

that‘s really what it means:  talk or ask 

a question, then wait.  Sometimes I 

talk and talk and still talk, then I hear 

this voice say STOP! Then I listen. 

This is a little bit about how I love my 

father.  I love my talks with Him and 

like a good father He doesn‘t always 

tell me what I want to hear.  Instead, 

what I need to hear. 

Never harsh, always loving. 

unity of purpose. Mike Kelly, St. Anas-
tasia, Teaneck then offered a witness 
as to how Cursillo has helped to fa-
cilitate a meaningful 
walk with the Lord dur-
ing his life journey. Fr. 
Thomas Lipnicki, OLPH, 
Oakland celebrated the 

closing Mass.  

A very special ―thank 
you‖ shout-out to Msgr. 
Lew Papera and all the 
good Cursillistas of Cor-
pus Christi, each of 
whom did such a won-
derful job facilitating 
this Day of Renewal. 
These Cursillistas are 
exceptionally generous 
in that they gave freely 
of hours of their time in 
the planning and executing of this 
event, and made food donations and 
cash donations for the purchase of 
the welcome breakfast and supplies 
for the day. This planning committee 
was headed up by Paul Carris and 
Maryann Pisani – many thanks Paul 
and Maryann! Others from the com-

Our Cursillo‘s annual spring Day of 
Renewal took place on Saturday, May 
2 at Corpus Christi, Hasbrouck 
Heights. This much-anticipated event 
provides a forum for all in atten-
dance to re-charge their Cursillo bat-
teries. Starting at 9:00 a.m. and con-
cluding with a mid-afternoon Mass, a 
feeling of celebration and camarade-
rie pervaded among the 160 or so 
Cursillista participants. The diverse 
crowd was a cross-section of all four 
of the counties that make up the 
Archdiocese of Newark Cursillo com-

munity. 

Lay Director Joe Clark emceed this 
event, opening with a prayer fol-
lowed by an invitation to participate 
in Group Reunion. Margarita Granata, 
Presentation, Upper Saddle River 
then offered a touching witness talk. 
Fr. John Gordon, Holy Family, Nut-
ley, followed with a rousing ―call to 
arms‖ talk.  A delicious luncheon was 
capped by group-effort prayers com-
posed by participants at each of the 
tables. These prayers were presented 
aloud to the entire gathering, and 
made for a feeling of grace-filled 

mittee to which Cursillo offers its 
sincerest thanks include: Joy Aiello, 
Jerry DiMauro, Mary Bransfield, Mary 

Anne Armellino, Rich 
Muehlsen, Pat Carr, 
Bill Wallace, Frank 
Sambucini, Dorothy 
Bernice, Janice & 
Neville Evans, Jack 
Coneys, Chris Sontag, 
Carolyn Ahrens, John 
Mastrobouno, Christine 
Ortiz, Linda Wolfman, 
Kathy Smith, Bob 
Wright, John Baratta, 
Joe & Lorraine Clark, 
Rosemary Azzaro, Joe 
Blythe, Joanne Rinkus, 
Eric Chiffriller, Deacon 
Vince Defedele and 
Mike Frees. If any 
names were missed – 

we thank you too! 

We hope to see even more Cursillis-
tas at next year‘s Day of Renewal 
tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 

April 17, 2010. It‘s worth the trip! 

A Conversation with God 

Day of Renewal aids our ―Journey With the Lord‖ 
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