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My term as Lay 

Director for the Cursillo 

Movement of the Archdio-

cese of Newark has begun.  

So June was a month of 

―firsts‖ for me; on June 

21st I chaired the Secre-

tariat meeting for the first 

time, this is the first arti-

cle I am writing as Lay 

Director, on June 11th I 

led Leaders Day for the 

first time, and the firsts 

keep coming.  With each 

comes a new sense of hu-

mility and gratitude.  It is 

not clear to me why God 

has brought me to this 

place, but I am certain it 

is God who has brought 

me.  Whether or not I 

think I am worthy does 

not seem to matter to 

God; when I measure my 

degree of spirituality and 

compassion against that of 

my brothers and sisters in 

Christ I am found wanting.  

I can only take comfort in 

a fact that I learned 34 

years ago on my Cursillo 

weekend: God will never 

lead you where His Grace 

cannot keep you.  And 

once again I am brought to 

the realization that I am 

totally dependent upon 

that Grace.  

       So I begin this term 

with profound gratitude to 

those who have made that 

Grace so visible, so very 

tangible during my jour-

ney.   

       Monsignor John 

Kiley‘s love for his 

―children‖, the Cursillo 

family of St. Thomas More 

Church, brought Jesus‘ 

unconditional love and 

compassion into my life.  

Since then the men and 

women who have served as 

Spiritual Directors have 

nurtured that love through 

their dedication and self-

less service.  I thank you 

God for their gift of devo-

tion. 

       I have shared my jour-

ney with the women of my 

4th day group.  Into my life 

they bring the companion-

ship needed to sustain me.  

They are my safe haven 

when all around me crum-

bles; they challenge and 

support every step of my 

journey.  I thank you God 

for the gift of these 

women, companions on 

the journey. 

       Over the years I have 

served on many weekends, 

in many varying capaci-

ties.  Through those weeks 

of preparation I have en-

countered men and 

women who have freely 

answered the call to 

serve.  They heeded the 

advice to say yes and 

worry about it later.  

Through their selfless ser-

vice they have maintained 

the movement within our 
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Jean Kalemba, Lay Director, cont‘d 
diocese, kept it alive and vibrant – a 

vessel, a conduit bringing many to 

the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  How our 

Lord must love you, past rectors, 

past wardens and angels, team and 

service team members, for bringing 

His message of love and service to 

many.  I thank you God for the gift 

of these men and women who drop 

their nets to follow you. 

       For the past two years as I 

served as Assistant Lay Director, Pat 

John Andrew Carr has been my men-

tor, guiding and encouraging me.  

Pat brings the joy of the Lord to life 

– always amiable, always gentle, but 

always ready to jump up, guitar in 

hand, to rock out the delight found 

in living life in the Light.  I thank 

you God for the gift of Patrick Carr.          

       And now as I move forward 

God‘s Grace is made visible through 

the dedication of the members of 

the Secretariat.  Pat Ferrara our 

new Assistant Lay Director and his 

wife Trisha who along with Ken 

Bransfield coordinate the Weekend 

Committee.  Serving with them is 

Ken‘s wife Mary who manages Cur-

sillo applications.  Mike Kelly and 

Patty Landon coordinate the Pre-

Cursillo Committee; Mike has take 

the lead on the Transition Commit-

tee which is working diligently to 

make the move to the Carmel Re-

treat Center as seamless as possi-

ble.  Patty has taken over the task 

of managing International Palanca, 

a position which John Tronolone 

successfully handled over the past 

few years -- thanks John for all your 

good works!  Post-Cursillo is man-

aged by Rosemary Lisa and Donovan 

Green who bring us those wonderful 

Ultreyas.  Joanne Rinkus is our sec-

retary keeping track of all our ac-

tivities as well as publishing the 

Newsletter.  Bill Dougherty is treas-

urer, a good steward of our finances 

who brings his enthusiastic love of the 

Lord to everything he does.  Gordon 

Roehrer is our Web Master using his 

talent (actually I think he throws in a 

little magic) to develop our web site 

and Facebook page and developing 

the process that makes our E-Blast 

possible.  Father Tom Lipnicki, the 

Spiritual Director for the Cursillo 

Movement in the Archdiocese of New-

ark, keeps us all spiritually sound and 

Christ-focused.  I thank you God for 

the gift of these brothers and sisters 

who devote hours – days – weeks 

working to further your glory! 

       And so brothers and sisters the 

firsts continue, not just for me but for 

all of us.  This fall we will experience 

our first Cursillo weekend at the Car-

mel Retreat Center in Mahwah.  We 

thank you God for the gift of the natu-

ral beauty of the center as we con-

tinue our journey together.  

 

 

This year, Ultreyas will be at various 

locations throughout the Archdiocese. 

First up:   

 

Friday, July 15, 2011 

Sacred Heart 

12 Terrace Avenue  

Rochelle Park 

7:30 p.m. 

Witness:     Ken Bransfield 

Response:   Pat Ferrara 

Spiritual Response:  Tom Lipnicki 

Music:         Mike Kelly 

M. of Ceremonies:  Jean Kalemba 

 

Hosted by the Secretariat 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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God‘s Gifts Keep Coming 

As Cursillistas we talk about our mo-
ments closest to Christ or our moun-
tain top experiences.  I would like 
to share one such experience with 
you.  
 My Cursillo weekend experi-
ence was in April 1998.  I then 
served on men‘s teams for Ray Fal-
con and Lou Mondello and the War-
den for Phil Sanzari.  I was the Rec-
tor for the Men‘s 170th Cursillo.  
These weekends, along with serving 
on several service teams seemed to 
me to be the end of my service to 
the Cursillo community.  We all 
know that God works in wonderful 
ways.  In March 2011 Donovan Green 
asked me to be a Personal Contact 
for his weekend this October.  Can 
you believe it?  How thrilled am I?  
There is still something I can do!  

by Jean‘s invitation.  It seems that 
God still has a plan for me in our 
movement! 
 I want to thank our Lord for 
His continued gifts and everyone in 
the Cursillo community for their trust 
in me.  I promise to be a faithful ser-
vant to our movement, to learn as 
much as I can and to continue to live 
the Gospel message with all my ac-
tions.  I ask you all for your prayers 
as Jean and I lead our movement for-
ward.  Thank you all for your kind 
words of love and support.   
 
De Colores!  

 When walking into the gath-
ering before the Sponsor‘s Mass for 
Joanne Gebbia‘s women‘s weekend 
in April, Jean Kalemba called me into 
the Chapel at the Casa in Kearny.  As 
I was going into the Chapel, for the 
life of me I had no idea why Jean had 
to speak to me.  Imagine my surprise 
when she asked me if I would honor 
her by being her Assistant Lay Direc-
tor.  Jean asked me to think about it 
and, of course, pray on it.   
 As I thought and prayed I ex-
perienced the same fears and doubts 
as when I was asked to be Warden 
and Rector.  So I prayed more.  I 
then thought that this was a great 
way to serve the Lord and spread His 
Kingdom by my ―YES‖ to Him and to 
our movement.  My decision was 
made, my yes is solid.  I am honored 

Mark Your Calendar for the Upcoming Social/Funraiser 

September 30, 2011 

Is the date to remember  

for our  

Annual Social/FUNRaiser.  

This event helps us support 

our programs and keep costs 

for weekends to a  

minimum. 

So don‘t forget… 

St. Anastasia  

Teaneck Road, Teaneck 

Cost: $35 

 

More info to come. 

By Pat Ferrara 

September 2011 
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Fr. Tom Lipnicki on The Roots of the Casa 

FYI...FYI...FYI...FYI... 
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―He said to them, ‗Come by your-
selves to an out-of-the-way place 
and rest a little.‘‖(Mark 6: 31)  Je-
sus spoke those words to his apos-
tles when they had returned after 
having been commissioned to go out 
two by two to preach the Gospel 
and cure the sick. They needed to 
regroup and focus on what they had 
accomplished and to look forward to 
all they had yet to do in the name 
of their Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. They couldn‘t do this sur-
rounded by the hustle and bustle of 

the crowds and the cities. They 
needed to go the peace and quiet of 

―an out-of-the-way place.‖ 

       For all of us Cursillistas, our Cur-
sillo Weekend was an oasis from the 
busy lives we lead. That spiritual oasis 
has been in a variety of city settings: 
Newark, Elizabeth and two locations in 
Kearny. For us, Cursillo is rooted in our 
faith but part of its memory is the 
―Casa‖ – wherever it happened to be.  
None of our Casas has ever been ―an 
out-of-the-way‖ place,‖ yet we always 
made the best of it. Maybe we were 
distracted by the noises of people go-
ing to Mass on Sunday morning while 
we listened to the Environments Rollo. 

Perhaps we wished that there 
weren‘t another group sharing the 
facility with us as we felt the vi-
bration of the ceiling as they 
danced above us while we were 
paying attention to the Study 
Rollo.  More than one Rector strug-
gled to re-arrange the Saturday 
afternoon schedule because the 
Chapel wasn‘t available for the 
Round Table Chapel Visits after the 
Action Rollo. Our ―out-of-the-way 
place‖ wasn‘t always so ―out-of-

the-way‖ and private. 

       This Fall, Cursillo will be moving 
to its fifth Casa! Carmel Retreat House 
in Mahwah is a beautiful and easily ac-

cessible ―out-of-the-way place.‖ In 
the foothills of the beautiful 
Ramapo Mountains, there will be 
no distractions from the profound 
spiritual experience that is Cur-
sillo. The grounds are vast and 
when the Cursillo is in progress, we 
will be sharing our space with no 

other groups.  

       Of course there will be some 
growing pains as we move into our 
new quarters. We will have to get 
accustomed to being at Carmel but 
there will be no complaints about 
the accommodations! The Closings 
will not be held at Carmel Retreat 
House but at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish next door in Oakland – 
even closer to Exit 58 on Route 287 

than Carmel is! 

       These are exciting times for 
the Cursillo Movement in the Arch-
diocese of Newark. More than at 
any other time in our magnificent 
history, we will be able to accept 
the invitation of Jesus when he 
says to us – and to the candidates 
we sponsor: ―Come by yourselves 
to an out-of-the-way place and rest 

a little.‖ 

Donations 

The Cursillo Movement gratefully welcomes your 

donations.  They help potential Babe Chicks attend 

when they otherwise could not afford it.  Send do-

nations to our treasurer,  

Bill Dougherty, 26 Division Ave., Belleville, NJ 

07109. 

 

What’s Your e-mail? 

Please advise us if you have a new e-mail ID.  Send 

notification to Joanne Rinkus, Secretary: 

 decolores7@optonline.net 

If you know of someone who does not have an e-mail 

address and would like a copy of this newsletter, let 

us know and we will send them a hard copy. 



       The Office for Evangelization Lay 
Movements Partnership Committee of 
the Archdiocese of Newark sponsored 
a recent Pentecost Sunday celebration 
at Queen of Peace Church, North Ar-
lington. Our local Cursillo movement 
has joined forces with the Lay Move-
ments Partnership Committee with 
the intent of gaining a broader expo-
sure to Cursillo among local Catholics. 
Cursillo movement volunteers helped 
with the planning and execution of 

this event. 

       Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha pre-
sided at the Mass concelebrated by 
eight diocesan priests, including Cur-
sillista Rev. Msgr. William Reilly, pas-
tor of Most Holy Name Parish, Gar-

field.  A long-time Cursillo supporter, 
Msgr. Bill works primarily with the 
Spanish component of the Archdiocese 
of Newark Cursillo movement. There 
were approximately 500 or so congre-

gants present.  

       The Lay Movements group works 
in conjunction with the Archdiocese of 
Newark Ethnic Apostolates in the 
sponsoring of this annual event. Minis-
try groups that make up the lay move-
ments, along with the many ethnic 
apostolate groups found throughout 
the Archdiocese, are each repre-
sented in a colorful procession that 
takes place at the start of the Mass. 

Bearing the individual 
banners that proclaim 
the names of their re-
spective groups, this 
procession is both fes-

tive and moving.   

       The celebration of 
Pentecost, the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Apostles, is a truly 
fitting liturgy for the 
coming together of 
these diverse groups. 
Along with Cursillo, 
other groups repre-
sented included Jesus 
Youth, Focolare and the 
African and Caribbean 

Apostolate, as 
well as various 
Hispanic, East-
ern European, 
Chinese, Ko-
rean, Vietnam-
ese and Fili-
pino Catholic-
focused cul-
tural groups, 
each of which 
seeks to bring 
the presence 
of Jesus to 
those to whom 

they minister.  

      Newly appointed Archdiocese of 
Newark Cursillo Lay Director Jean 
Kalemba, as well as our new Assis-
tant Lay Director Pat Ferrara, were 
both present at this event, along 
with a sizeable number of Cursillistas 
who came to celebrate the collective 
evangelization efforts of each of the 
many groups present. Fittingly, there 

was a definitive Holy Spirit presence.  

       A festive social gathering follow-
ing the Mass included potluck dinner 
entrees courtesy of the many ethnic 
groups on-hand.  A veritable smor-
gasbord of delicious ethnic delights 
made for the perfect ending to this 

Pentecost celebration.  

Cursillo Broadens Exposure through Pentecost Event Celebration 
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By Pat Carr 

Assisant Lay Director Pat Ferrara, Bishop da Cunha, 

and Lay Director Jean  Kalemba 

A contingent of Cursillistas from Sacred Heart, Newark. 

Long-time Cursillistas sporting the color of the day at the Pentacost celebra-

tion at Queen of Peace in North Arlington. 



Fall Teams Gather In Prayer 
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The women‘s and men‘s fall teams 

gathered at Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help in Oakland for Leaders Day on 

June 11th.  The day began with mass 

celebrated by Father Tom Lipnicki 

followed by tasty breakfast treats 

and instructional presentations by 

Jean Kalemba, Lay Director, and 

Spiritual Director Father Tom.  The 

morning was filled with enthusiastic 

anticipation as the men and women 

of the 181st and 164th Teams began 

their journey of preparation.  It was 

evident that the Spirit was moving 

in them and through them as they 

enjoyed a morning of renewal and 

fellowship. 

 The Men‘s 181st Cursillo 

Weekend takes place October 6-9, 

2011.   Donovan Green is Rector, 

Joseph Blythe, Warden.  Spiritual 

Directors are Msgr. Anseim 

Nwaorgu, Fr. Thomas Wisniewski, 

and Deacon Dominic Messina.  Mike 

Kelly and Pat Carr are Music Minis-

ters.  Other team members include 

Vito Lupo, Kenuel Saintyl, Dave Wreck, 

Neville Evans, Mark Bergonzi, Pat 

Ferrara, Homer Mosely, Jason Atchin-

son, and Arnold Liloia.  Support Rector 

is Joe Clark. 

 The Women‘s 164th Cursillo 

Weekend takes place November 3-6, 

2011.  Trisha Ferrara is Rector, 

Theresa Taylor, Angel.  Spiritual 

Directors are Father Tom Lipnicki 

and Rev. Msgr. Lew Papera.  Music 

Ministers are Marva Philips-

Mendoza and Roz Hughes.  Other 

team members include Janice 

Becht, Melissa Gonzalez, Anna 

Hardish, Mary Rose Stevens, Bar-

bara Kittle, Frednitta Gunning, 

Anne Ventola, Mary Bransfield and 

Lorraine Clark.  Support Rector is 

Linda Armonaitis.  

 Please keep them all close 

to your heart in prayer.  Remember 

that Christ is counting on you as 

the Holy Spirit works through you 

to reap a harvest of candidates.  

May God continue to bless our 

growing Cursillo Family. 



...and opened the eyes of the hearts 
in attendance during one of the most 
memorable, spiritually-uplifting days 

in the Cursillo movement. 

       Corpus Christi parish, Hasbrouck 
Heights again hosted this Day of Re-
newal on Saturday, May 7, 2011 with 
this year‘s theme, ―Open the Eyes of 
My Heart, Lord‖.  The word must be 
getting around that this is a special 
day because there were over 140 peo-
ple responding to the announcement 

flyer!  

       The day began with registration 
and refreshments offered by the host-
ing parish volunteers.  Pat Carr wel-
comed all, followed by prayer and 
small group sharing.  Songs by the tal-
ented troupe of musicians lead by 
Carolyn Messina and included Pat 
Carr, Janet Gyss, Roz Hughes, Mary 

Ellen Weiland and Gordon Roehrer. 

       The first presenter was Uju Egonu 
of Blessed Sacrament/St. Charles Bor-
romeo Church, Newark.  Uju spoke 
with such eloquence as she detailed a 
recent encounter that lead to much 
soul-searching 
yet left her 
with an inspir-
ing and forth-

right truth. 

       Next, 
Msgr. Lew Pa-
pera from the 
host parish 
shared his ex-
perience, 
strength and 

prevented our new Lay Director, 
Jean Kalemba from attending, Pat 
wished her blessings in her new as-
signment.  Truly, heartfelt thanks 
went out to Pat as we saluted him as 
his tenure ends.  Pat, you will be 

missed!! 

       Msgr. Lew 
celebrated 
Mass in the 
Chapel and 
there was even 
a round of ―De 
Colores‖ sung.  
For anyone who 
doubts the ex-
istence of the 
Holy Spirit, one 
has only to at-
tend a Day of 
Renewal to see 

how refreshing it can be! 

        

        

 

Day of Renewal Filled the Hearts of the Faithful... 
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hope which confirms his faith on a 

daily basis.    

       During the lunch break in the 
Cafeteria, the faithful were asked to 
compose a prayer with their table-
mates that began with ―I believe…‖.  
After a terrifically-healthy and deli-
cious lunch catered by Vitale‘s of 
Teaneck, a representative of each 
table came to the mike and shared 

their prayers.  
One that made an 
impression   was, 
―I believe that 
Jesus is my GPS.‖  
All prayers will be 
recorded in the 
Cursillo Prayer 
Book and kept for 
posterity and/or 

future inspiration. 

       Mike Marella of Corpus Christi 
parish was the afternoon presenter.  
Mike‘ descrip-
tion of his 
charitable acts 
of service to a 
group of nuns 
was very funny 
and heartfelt.  
He also shared 
how the power 
of prayer lead 
to a miracle 
right on his 

own turf. 

       All returned to the Chapel, when 
the congregation gave a standing 
ovation to the outgoing Lay Director, 
Pat Carr.  Even though circumstances Msgr. Lew Papera 

What’s making the set-up crew so happy?  Mike Marella, 

second from left, was one of the day’s presenters.  

Uju Egonu 


