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The first time I remember 
hearing the word Palanca 
was in 1977. I was six 
years old and my mother 
asked me to write a Pal-
anca Letter to my Aunt 
Jo.  Aunt Jo wasn’t my 
“real aunt”; she was one 
of the many “Cursillo Sis-
ters in Christ” that my 
mother met along her 

journey. 

I asked what this funny 
word Palanca meant, and 
my mother explained (in 
very simple six year old 
terms) that Palanca was 
something we offer to 
God, like a sacrifice, to 
give as support to some-

one on a Cursillo. 

Aunt Jo was leading the 
Kitchen Crew (what they 
called Service Team back 
in the day) and she 
needed lots of support to 
help her through.  I wrote 
a Palanca letter and I 
made her a little plastic 
apron also.  I remember 

this like it was yesterday. 

Cursillo has been a part of 
my life for as long as I can 
remember. Aunt Jo’s 
name is Jo Schneider and 
she was the Lay Director 
many years ago.  Cursillo 
has a long line of Lay Di-
rector’s, some whose 
names we remember, 
some who are long forgot-

ten but important people 
who gave service to this 

beautiful community. 

I stand in the wake of all 
these past Lay Directors 
and I pray for them and 
all the future Lay Direc-
tors to come.  As I assume 
the position of Lay Direc-
tor I am filled with mixed 
emotions. I am nervous, 
excited, anxious, humbled 
and blessed.  I hope and 
pray that I fill the shoes of 
all those who walked be-

fore me. I would like to 
take a minute to thank 
Teri Carr for being a won-
derful mentor and friend.  
She was a beautiful gift 
that was given to the 
movement and me on this 

journey. 

I would also like to thank 
the Secretariat:  the folks 
that are behind the scenes 
and rarely get any recog-

nition for all the work 

they do.   

I would like to send a BIG 
thank you to Paul Carris 
for saying YES to Assistant 
Lay Director. With all Paul 
has on his plate, his con-
tinued dedication to Cur-

sillo is motivating. 

A huge thank you to Mary 
Bransfield for the years 
she has worked coordinat-
ing all the applications 
that we receive for week-
ends. Mary has done this 
for many years with joy 
and I can’t thank her 

enough. 

Thanks to Trisha Ferrera 
for saying yes to being 
Treasurer. We needed a 
Treasurer and I couldn’t 
do that and be Lay Direc-
tor and when I asked 
Trisha she said YES.  She 
didn’t hesitate or think, 
she just said YES.  She’s 
amazing and I am so 
happy she will be working 

with us. 

Donovan Green has 
worked for so many years 
on Ultreyas. This is a hard 
job.  You have to ask peo-
ple and get them to say 
YES and then coordinate 
dates and locations. Dono-
van does this seamlessly 
and makes it look so 
easy…and I know it’s not. 
Thank you Donovan…thank 
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Annie Ventola, cont’d.  

Joe Murray is a quiet superstar. Se-
riously this guy never says no. I can 
ask him anything and he just does 
it.  My Dad would have called Joe a 
Stand-Up Guy.  A Stand-Up Guy is 
someone you could have called on 
to fight on your side….and that is 
Joe. A Stand-Up Guy for Cursillo and 

I am so happy he’s on our side. 

Barb Kittle is my Angel.  Really and 
truly she was my Angel and she 
never stopped being my Angel. 
There are so many things Barb does 
for Cursillo that I can’t count them 
all. She spearheads the weekend 
committee. She meets with the up-
coming Rectors, Angels and Wardens 
and goes over everything and any-
thing they could need regarding 
their weekend.  She orders supplies 
and makes sure Service Teams have 
what they need.  She does so much 
more and I am just so happy to have 
this Angel as a part of the Cursillo 

movement.  

And last but certainly not least I 
want to thank Thomas for his con-
tinued guidance and support for the 
movement. He’s always there. He 

always says Yes.  Whether it’s a 
weekend or an Ultreya or a Day of 
Renewal or a special Cursillo Mass; 
he’s just so faithful to the movement 
and we are so blessed to have him as 

our Spiritual Advisor. 

So, I ask you all to do Palanca for the 
movement; that special sacrifice that 
gives us support on our journey.  In 
turn I will do Palanca for all of you 
and I pray that we can grow together 
as a movement and bring more peo-

ple to Christ. 

In John 1:4-7 it says:  “Dear friends, 
let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows 

God.” 

My Dear Friends, it is with the gift of 
Cursillo that we have all gotten a 
chance to know God. May we con-
tinue together on this journey to 

bringing people closer to Christ.   

Thank God and all of you for this 

wonderful opportunity. 
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you so much. 

Joanne Rinkus for her work as Secre-
tary and coordinating the newsletter. 
I HATED being secretary. There I said 
it…I did.  It was the one job I really 
didn’t like, but Joanne is a trooper 
and she shows up at every meeting 
with pen in hand and takes notes and 
is everyone’s memory. And on top of 
that she puts the newsletter to-
gether.   I am so grateful for her and 
the work she puts into this and into 

Cursillo. 

Lorraine and Joe Clark are my he-
roes. Seriously they have managed 
and toiled on the School of Leaders 
for so long. It is an amazing gift to 
the Cursillo movement to have the 
School of Leaders. It takes so much 
planning and effort and they do this 
with a joyful heart. I can’t thank 

them enough. 

A shout out to Pat Carr and Susan 
Carney.  Pat does all Cursillo data 
processing and Susan takes care of 
our website (www.mycursillo.com).  
They both quietly go above and be-

yond for Cursillo. Thank you both! 

 

Our New Assistant Lay Director Paul Carris 

Hello my brothers and sis-
ters in Christ! I made my Cursillo in 
November of 2002. It came when I 
needed a lifeline to God, although I 
didn’t know it at the time. Cursillo 
has continued over the last 15 years 
to feed me in so many ways; spiritu-
ally, socially and emotionally. It has 
expanded my network of true 
friends and has led me to hear a call 
to serve God as a deacon.   
 Why would an ordained dea-
con step into an assistant Lay Direc-
tor position?  Well, I have been a 
Cursillista for more years as a lay-
man, than as a clergyman, but there 
are two main reasons I said yes. The 

first is because of how much I be-
lieve in this movement in our 
Church. The second is that I want to 
give back a little of what you my 

fellow Cursillistas have given to me in 
abundance – a love of God and each 
other. 
 I have a lot to learn, big shoes 
to fill of those who have led before 
me and I pray all of you will join me in 
doing everything we can to support 
this blessed movement and Annie Ven-
tola, our Lay Director.   
 
            Thank you for the support you 
have already shown me and together 
let’s continue to make Cursillo a mir-
ror reflecting the light of Christ.   
 
DeColores,                                     
Paul 

http://www.mycursillo.com
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Men of the 191st Cursillo Had a Very Mary Weekend! 

After more than 8 months of planning, 

the Men of the 191st Cursillo kicked-off a 

spirited weekend on May 4th, 2017.  It’s 

great to be back home at the Archdio-

cese Youth Center…the great Kearny 

Casa! 

Working with Warden John Gebbia, we 

selected the weekend theme “Holy 

Mary, Lead Us to Jesus”.   My mother, 

Laura, had such a tremendous love and 

devotion to Mary so I chose the Mother 

of God to be the weekend focus as a 

dedication to my mom.  It was a great 

honor to celebrate Mary this weekend 

given that May is the month of Mary and 

2017 was the celebration of the 100th 

anniversary of the Fatima apparition.  

Mary is the ultimate intercessor to Jesus 

and men need Mary more than we think 

as she is the pathway to Jesus during 

our trials. 

As a Rector, you only have a few weeks 

to assemble your “Team” before week-

end prep meetings begin. I had no 

choice than to reach out to my team 

from the deck of a house rental during 

an August vacation in Maine. God is 

good, as I was able to call up a group of 

brothers in Christ consisting of Rich Mar-

ino, Wendell Joyner, Ed Enright, Lyndon 

Gunning plus first-time team members 

Dave Gotha, Gene Fucetola and Bruce 

Cipriani.   

The dynamic spiritual team was directed 

by Cursillo veterans Monsignors Paul 

Bochicchio and Lew Papera with Deacon 

Bob Liwanag, who experienced his first 

“deacon weekend”.  A beautiful spon-

my wife, Marilyn Weingartner.  She must 

have had an impact, as all 10 men are 

now in group reunion.  Amen! Our week-

end reunion was well attended.  The 

team and candidates showcased the 

bonding and new friendships that re-

sulted from the weekend experience. 

The glue that kept the entire weekend 

together was provided by none other 

than our seasoned Cursillista, my Support 

Rector, Ken Bransfield.  Ken is a blessing 

to everyone who encounters him. 

Cursillo is such a rich, rewarding experi-

ence, one that should not be missed on 

one’s faith-based journey.  We are all 

better-versions of ourselves for having 

experienced the fullness of Christ in-

spired by 10 new brothers.  I wish John 

Gebbia good luck in the spring of 2018 as 

the weekend is in good hands under his 

rector-ship.   

De Colores! 

 

sors mass on Thursday was celebrated by 

Fr. Pat Mulewski and Deacon Paul Carris 

with music by Deacon Tony Liguori.  Per-

sonal Contacts were Mat Glowski and 

Pete Nedellec. The weekend music was 

under the direction of Pat Carr and as-

sisted by Joe Murray. Music highlights 

include the weekend theme song of “Hail 

Mary, Gentle Woman” (the more Mary 

the merrier!) and a knee-slapping version 

of David Crowder’s “I Saw the Light” as 

the closing song. 

The weekend included 10 strong candi-

dates, of which 7 men were age 35 or 

younger.  This is encouraging for the Cur-

sillo movement as this age group is so 

sorely needed to build our future. This 

“youth” added a great dynamic to the 

weekend during the team sharing, cama-

raderie and overall men-bonding experi-

ence.  In previous weekends, most 

candidates don’t “get it” until 

palanca distribution.  Not the men 

of the 191st!  The dynamic 10 got it 

right from the get-go and their 

high-spirited energy clearly flowed 

throughout the entire weekend. 

The service team was made-up 

entirely of Corpus Christi parish-

ioners and was led by Chief Mike Marella 

and Treasurer Mike Frees.  They say the 

best service teams operate without even 

knowing they are around or in the back-

ground doing their duties.  We had the 

best service team with an “over-the-top” 

skit to boot! 

A “Mary” weekend wouldn’t be complete 

without saying the Holy Rosary.  Friday 

night, we had 40 men take part in a sing-

along version of the Holy Rosary……truly 

uplifting and inspiring.  Additional high-

lights of the weekend included the solo 

version of “Ave Maria” sung by service 

team member Paul Fitzpatrick at the 

final team mass. 

The closing ceremony was highlighted by 

an emotional, heartfelt and often tearful 

sharing by all 10 candidates and was fol-

lowed by an upbeat 4th Day Witness by 

By Bob Weingartner 
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Truly a Day of Renewal  

At our Annual Day of Renewal 
on April 29th, we came together as 
a community to reflect on and re-
joice in the greatness of our God. 
The day began with food and fellow-
ship as we gathered and greeted 
one another. Lead by Gordon 
Roehrer and Carolyn Messina, our 
sharing began as we sang songs of 
praise and worship that lifted our 

spirits and surely reached Heaven!  

  
Following small group reunion, the 
first witness talk was given by 
Trisha and Pat Ferrara. They took 
turns speaking about their faith 
journeys and their relationships with 

God.  From their hearts came 
thoughts about simple faith and 
complex questions, certainty and 
doubt, acceptance and struggle; 
interwoven with Grace, Love and 
the desire to know God better. It 
was a talk that resonated so 
strongly with us as 
Trisha and Pat shared 
what we all have 
faced in our lives -- 
the ebb and flow of 
faith and the desire to 
believe that God is 
always working in our 

lives.  

  
Merilyn Smith, de-
scribing herself as the 
“Reluctant Cursil-
lista,” shared her Cur-
sillo journey. Prior to 
making her weekend, 

and he did just that. 
Tony gave everything he 
had to his son, including 
his love and forgiveness. 
He put his reputation and 
his money on the line 
more than once, hoping 
and praying that his son 
would return to him 
healthy and well. In the 
process, his marriage and 
his faith in God both be-
came stronger.  
 

Our Keynote Speaker, Fr. 

Albert Nzeh, is in great 

demand as a speaker. His reflection 

on the greatness of our God demon-

strated his love and his passion for 

God, his knowledge of Scripture and 

his willingness to minister to God's 

Chil-

dren.  And minister he did. Fr. Al-

bert spoke with such enthusiasm 

and energy, that we could not help 

but be inspired! We were renewed, 

indeed. 

 

All of our speakers said "yes" to the 

call to witness, to be vulnerable 

and to share their journeys with 

others and with God. That is Holy 

Ground and we, who stood on that 

Ground with you, are more grateful 

than we can say.  

she was a member of 
the club that prayed, 
payed and obeyed. Cer-
tain that God did not 
have to worry about her 
because she had every-
thing under con-
trol, Merilyn followed 
the rules. Asked by her 
pastor to go on a Cur-
sillo Weekend, Merlyn 
said that she was a “40-
watt bulb in a 200-watt 
bulb room.” Merylyn 
grew into being a 75-
watt bulb and then to 
being a 200-watt bulb, herself.  She 

is a joyful Catholic. With 
warmth, humor and a few 
tears, Merilyn concluded, 
“Cursillo has given me my 
voice. I came in as part of the 
audience, but God gave me 
sheet music and I became part 

of the orchestra.” 
We are all familiar with the 
parable of the Prodigal Son. 
We know that the father waits 
and watches for the son who 

left home, squandered his inheri-
tance, and returns hoping to be 
hired as a servant in his father’s 
house. Overjoyed to see him, the 
father runs out to greet him, puts a 
ring on his son’s finger, a robe 
around his shoulder and throws a 

party to welcome him 
home.  
Well, how would the 
father react if his be-
loved and forgiven son 
leaves home again? If 
the Prodigal Son left 
and returned a second 
and even a third time, 
would his father wel-
come him back with 
forgiveness? Well, 
Tony Ventola shared a 
story of the uncondi-
tional love that he has 
for his son, Anthony, 

By Teri Carr 
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None of us left hungry after attend-

ing the Ultreya at Blessed Miriam-

Teresa Demjanovich in Bayonne on 

May 19.  Each Cursillista there 

earned the title, “Hostess with the 

Mostess” after offering an array of 

mouth-watering treats. 

But also our Spirits were filled as sev-

eral of our Sisters in Christ shared 

their witness to their Faith and how 

this Cursillo movement has converted 

their hearts. 

AnneMary Malave lead the opening 

prayer, followed by group reunion 

sharing.  The witness was given by 

Diane Martin who spoke so eloquently 

about her personal story.  Lay response 

was shared by Jackie McNulty.  Fr. 

Thomas Lipnicki gave the Spiritual Re-

sponse.  The closing prayer was said by 

Melissa McKittrick.  Janet Gyss and Roz 

Hughes provided the 

music. 

Ultreyas are held in 

various locations 

throughout the 

archdiocese every 

other month.  They 

offer us an opportu-

nity to connect with 

our fellow Cursillis-

tas and most impor-

tantly hear heartfelt 

sharing of how 

Christ is active in 

others’ lives.  If you feel you need a 

spiritual “tune-up” then join us next 

time on September 15 at Our Lady 

of the Valley in Orange.  All are wel-

come!!   

Where to find all the Cursillo news that’s fit to print?  Applications?

Photos of  events? Times and locations of  next Ultreyas? 

mycursillo.com 



The Ultreya held on July 21 featured 

a Witness given by Joe Murray.  Here 

is his talk in case you missed it. 

 

It’s funny how at times the Holy Spirit 

answers you in the oddest ways.  

My life before, during and now on my 4th 

day is filled with these occurrences.  

Often I need time to reflect:  WOW, did 

that really happen that way?  

One of these really explains my life in 

Cursillo. 

We moved into our house in 2002 and 

installed an ample size above-ground 

pool. It lasted a good 12 years before my 

youngest son, Tom outgrew it and he 

stopped using it. My wife Susan and I did-

n’t use it and I would only go in it once a 

year to scrub it out for the season.  So 

once the liner gave out I wound up taking 

it down. This left a 20’ X 30’ sand pit in 

my yard. We had no clue what to do with 

this.   

The first year we added some grass seed, 

but then weeds filled the pit, and then 

the weeds took over most of my yard.  

The second year I tried again to get a 

lawn to grow, but the weeds only got 

worse.  Soon we had a field of pretty 

purple nutsedge that was taking over, 

and I do mean taking over.  I’d get rid of 

some and it would just laugh at me and 

grow back even thicker. I thought I found 

the solution with an extra-strength weed 

killer. But even that did not work be-

cause by this time the weeds were pretty 

well established.  

Sue and I looked at ourselves and won-

dered what we were going to do with this 

possessed yard. 

All of a sudden, we see what looked like 

a squash plant growing in the middle of 

this mess.  We had a small vegetable 

garden nearby so we figured some seeds 

must have been dropped but we didn’t 

know from where.  So we took care of this 

little plant hoping something good will 

come out of this.  As it grew we were 

amazed, since it wasn’t a plant that was 

in our other garden.  

It wasn’t in our neighbor yards around us.  

I had never even seen one these in the 

plant stores or supermarket around us. 

We discovered that it was an Asian melon 

plant!  It grew three nice-sized melons 

about 10” each. 

So here’s our Epiphany: maybe we should 

just turn this into a vegetable garden.  I 

talked to a friend of mine and told him 

about our out-of-control weed problems 

and he gave us instructions on when to 

apply the stuff to get rid of the purple 

field we had.  

It worked!  

We now have an almost weed-free garden 

30’ X 20’ full of vegetables and fruits 

where just a year ago it was one magical 

plant in a field of weeds.  What a trans-

formation! 

It was my friends Pam and George Streisel 

who planted me in another garden.  I 

have to thank them for showing me Christ 

in their lives and wanting this life for me.   

Pam would tell me about Cursillo. I would 

see her all excited about it but thought I 

was already involved in Cornerstone and 

CFM classes, marketing for the parish 

school and lecturing, come on I don’t 

have time for this, I’m ok thanks Pam.  

George and I were on a cornerstone week-

end and he didn’t seem to get much out 

of it. I got a lot and was asked to be on 

the next team for it. All was well. 

Then George made his weekend (I believe 

it was the 174th), and I did see a huge 

change in him. So George asked me to 

make a weekend, and I didn’t.  The next 

weekend he asked again and I didn’t. He 

kept asking and after the next three 

weekends went by I was finally ready to 

see just what this was all about. 

My weekend was the 178th, the Rector 

was Ron Pepson and Warden was Rick 

Buff, what a great weekend! It really 

opened my eyes to finding Christ every-

where.  My 4th day started off great being 

on the mountain top, you know Cursillo in 

my life it’s just like the garden I have, I 

didn’t realize until I was asked to give a 

witness talk that I was the odd plant 

growing in God’s Cursillo garden, and 

making my weekend opened that seed.  

I had the sprite in me when I was bap-

tized but there were so many weeds 

blocking my way and now I was opened 

up.  Bloom where you are 

planted…..right!!!!  

So now back from my weekend you know 

the feeling the next few days or weeks 

you are flying in the spirit, but in reality 

nothing changed but me! 

Still the obstacles that are going to come 

up, the kids, work, the bills, etc. but now 

I have a plan:    Piety, Study and Action. 

 If I go back a few years before I made 

my weekend, I was looking to learn more 

about my faith.  I knew there was so 

much more than what I learned in my 

elementary CCD program, and I was 

searching.  

I heard about this course called CFM 

(Christian Foundation in Ministry), a 3-

year course on our faith and how it re-

lates to life today. In this class we at-

tended retreats as well as weekly classes 

and study. Now my puzzle was coming 

together, my prayer time increased, and 

my faith was strong and getting solid.  

So just like that Asian melon growing in 

my yard, the Holy Spirit is growing in me.  

During this time I got more active in my 

parish, I became a lecturer, I got in-

volved with the stewardship committee, 

and serve as a Eucharistic Minister.  I was 

in gear so to speak, on the right track, 

right. 

Those Funny God-incidences 
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By Joe Murray 



I had my Cursillo application and Fr Don 

Hummel was living at our parish at the 

time and thought the weekend would be 

good for me and he was going to be on 

team for it.  So my weekend came and my 

4th day has arrived. 

My engine is running on all cylinders.  

George started a 4th day group at St Agnes 

and we started with 4 of us meeting 

monthly and sharing our spiritual lives.  

Pam and George brought me to my first 

Ultreya and I have been trying to make 

them regularly. 

About a year into my 4th day I got a call 

from Matt Glowski, asking if I would like to 

be on team with him. Wow I thought to be 

on a team would be great.  Then the 

gremlins started to pop up.  

My job that had seemed solid got real 

shaky, and ended. I told Matt, “Hey Matt, 

I’m thinking this may not be a good time 

to be on this team with what was going on 

in my life, I better step down so you can 

fill this with someone who can give you 

100%, afraid right now it ain’t me…..” 

Of course Matt said, “WHAT??”  Now 

you’ve got to understand that I’ve always 

had a certain relationship with school 

principals.  I had my own seat in their of-

fice for most of my schooling years. 

Now Matt said to me, “Look, the reason 

you’re here is not because of me, and it’s 

not because of you. It’s the Holy Spirit 

that wants you here.” 

Oh boy, the Holy Spirit card.  You know, 

he was right. 

As in life all works out with faith. A new 

job came. (God is Good!) Then the 182nd 

weekend comes and WHAM….you know it 

was such a feeling making my weekend it’s 

hard to explain, but to be on a team and 

helping to lead people to Christ is awe-

some. It’s how a weekend comes together, 

and you see brothers who are truly 

touched by the spirit. Well it’s the icing 

on the cake. 
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Joe Murray,  cont’d. 

It’s kind of like being a water pitcher 

and the Holy Spirit is the water in it. 

Here is this thirsty guy that needs a 

drink, and out pours the spirit and fills 

this person. All I can say is WOW. 

I know a few leaders we have, came out 

of the 182nd, alive in their zest and faith 

of the Lord and have been on teams.    

It was after this weekend, I also started 

to attend the School of Leaders we have 

every other month. I very much enjoyed 

these nights where we come together, 

it’s like an Ultreya and we discuss topics 

or reflect on books, I find it a great ad-

dition to my 4th day. If you haven’t 

made one I highly recommend you come 

and I hope to see you. 

So here I was sitting with Teri and Pat 

Carr at one of the SoL meetings and Teri 

asked if I would like to be a part of the 

Secretariat.  Not knowing exactly what 

it was, I went to the next meeting, and I 

found out: it’s where we get together to 

plan the weekends or where we organ-

ize functions, like the Christmas Party, 

the Day of Renewal or The Tricky Tray. 

We make sure there are Ultreyas.  Just 

like a Team comes together for a week-

end the Secretariat is lead by the Holy 

Spirit and Annie and Thomas  keep us 

going. 

 I am now the Pre-Cursillo person on the 

Secretariat. Please put up you right 

hand…Ok.  I’m deputizing you all to be a 

part of this team… it’s you all who made 

a weekend and are living your 4th Day 

that make us grow and in growing we 

are planting the seeds leading people to 

Christ. Us all, “We together” are the 

leaders in our community and parishes…

and it takes all of us to keep this garden 

growing, 

I was blessed to be on team for the 

Men’s 191st With Bob and John, and I 

was asked to be Warden for Tony Ven-

tola’s Team on the 192nd   this Septem-

ber 28 – Oct 1. Applications are avail-

able on line as we need a few good 

men. 

My 4th day group has grown to six men and 

four women at St Agnes and we have two 

more candidates for the Men’s 192nd week-

end, and one women for the Women’s 

176th. So we are growing. 

 I also just started a friendship reunion in 

my parish, including a little pizza and mu-

sic. It’s to let others in our parish know 

what we are doing on our 4th day that 

meetings are listed in the bulletin.   

So outside of a weekend, and group reun-

ions life gets in the way of all these bless-

ings we have. Family or friends get sick, I 

have changed jobs a few times. But the 

Spirit is constant and full of blessings. One 

of these blessings I have is to be able to 

bring Jesus to friends and family when 

they are sick by being an EM. 

One day I will always remember is bringing 

communion to Pam’s Dad Bob Barns.   We 

became friends in taking a bible class for a 

few years together. You see he was wait-

ing for a heart transplant but it didn’t 

come in time before Bob got too sick to 

receive one. I remember going to his home 

and reading the Gospel and the prayers 

before communion and sharing our stories. 

Now that’s a blessing I’ll always have. It’s 

one of my moments closest to Jesus in 

my life.  

So: Piety, Study and Action. 

You know, Cursillo in my life is like the 

garden in my yard.   

I’m growing in, being fertilized and wa-

tered by my fellow CURSILLISTAS and be-

ing pruned by Jesus through my life ex-

periences.  

De Colores! 



 

Starting with our team formation, I knew 

this was going to be a special weekend.   

Amidst prayer, laughter, a few tears, and 

of course too much food, we bonded and 

shared our faith, our ideas, our concerns, 

and our hopes for the weekend.  As 

friendships grew, so did trust, and close-

ness to Jesus and each other. We were 

ready to give what we had and share with 

the babe chicks the wonder and joy of 

our journey with the Lord. 

Thirteen women came, putting their faith 

literally in our hands—an AWEsome re-

sponsibility, but any worries or fears  

quickly dissipated , as we remembered 

that the Women’s 175th  was planned for 

PENTECOST SUNDAY—how lucky were we?  

The presence and blessings of the Holy 

Spirit were there in abundance! 

There are so many wonderful memories 

for me, and so many Moments Closest to 

Christ that I know I cannot list them all, 

nor can I do the weekend full justice.  

But I will give a sampling. 

My first moment came when I arrived, 

entering the casa with all my stuff, and 

seeing the usual flurry of activities as the 

unloading, room setups, finding missing 

room assignment, checking lists and lists, 

etc.  I was a bit overwhelmed, even 

though I had done this so many times 

before.  And as is my usual MO,   I 

started to get into full service team 

chief mode, ready to direct the women 

to do their things.  But luckily for all, I 

passed the prayer room and went in.  

There I saw how beautifully everything 

had been set up, the lights, statues, 

prayer cards, pamphlets,  even a special 

table to Our Lady, and I let go—I let God 

and the Blessed Mother  

fill me, taking my con-

trolling nature and re-

placing it with one of 

peace and thanks.  From 

then on it was not about 

me, but Christ through 

me. 

Our team Mass was 

beautiful, and I had 

made the Host out of 

flour and water; it 

looked like a big pita.  

However, I failed to 

warn the team, so when 

Father Jack distributed 

it, there was a lot of 

chewing going on before 

the wine could be con-

sumed. Thank God no 

one choked! 
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WOMEN’ 175th CURSILLO:  Sisters in the Lord: Joy in the Journey 
By Barbara Kittle 

The retreat part of the weekend had Fr. 

Paul giving us pieces of coal symbolizing 

what we were when we started, filled 

with our own troubles, doubts, and sor-

rows.  We placed them in a bowl of wa-

ter and each day Father put the bowl 

out for us to see the changes in the 

rocks.  Sr. Linda gave a beautiful reflec-

tion on the Woman at the Well, and her 

statue of the scene was the perfect vis-

ual for it. 

The candidates brought with them a 

wonderful mix of questions, troubles, 

joys, and sorrows.  Each rollo, little by 

little, brought them to lower their de-

fenses for sharing and reflection.  Not 

everyone jumped right in, but that was 
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the beauty of it, watching and sharing 

their journeys and seeing the Joy enter 

their hearts as well as their faces. And 

with that the trust to share more, and 

to open themselves more the Holy 

Spirit. 

Father Jack sharing his faith journey 

was a deeply moving story during the 

Grace rollo, and one to which many 

related.   His openness allowed others 

to be so as well.   

Each rollo from the team brought out a 

bit of the team member:  Bev and her 

ideals and stories; Mo with her relation-

ships and activities within her parish; 

and Robyn with her beautiful sharing  of 

her life struggles and how the presence 

of God in her life, through her mother, 

brought her back to Him. 

The Saturday rollos were entertaining 

but just as “Spirit” filled:  Ann with her 

Dr. Suess mortar board and graduation 

gown; Caitlyn with her get-up-and-

dance entrance had us all stomping and 

clapping; and Kate with her beautiful 

testimony to her mother and her daugh-

ter as leaders made us all realize how 

we don’t have to look far for examples, 

and blessed we are to have these type 

of women (and Kate) in our lives.  

The prayer services were very meaning-

ful, and Annie and Diane were able to 

incorporate what we did each day and 

center us on that topic in the evening.  The 

service team did morning prayer on Sunday, 

and I know many of us still wear our Holy 

Spirit bracelets as a reminder of Her pres-

ence in our lives.   

The skit—well it’s not too many Rectors that 

have a chance to see their Spiritual Advisors 

take part by each joining in a song—and Fr. 

Jack doing his Elvis impersonation was one 

of the best!  The way the music and jokes 

were worked into the theme of Barbara 

Kittle Live! was brilliant! 

The Sunday rollos with Lea sharing her many 

examples of the way she has changed her 

environment by reaching out to so many 

people with her “Lady Undoer of Knots” no-

vena.  And Betsy describing her actions in 

her community with her dry sense of humor 

and gentle smile had us all ready to be a 

part of HER community.  

The service team—what can I say? From the 

absolutely beautiful center pieces, each a 

floral arrangement surrounding a picture of 

a Sister in the Lord—Martha, Deborah, 

Esther, Mary, Ruth and Sarah—to the won-

derful book of prayers and reflections, to 

the banner, the food, the dying to Christ 

may times I am sure, the beautiful and true 

smiles on their faces as they greeted us with 

joy each morning, to all the amazing and 

personal gifts we received.  Each time I saw 

a gift or saw a member helping someone, it 

reaffirmed that the Holy Spirit was present. 

Music—I picked two very difficult 

songs for everyone to learn, but 

Nicole, Carolyn and the teams took 

them on and did not let me down.  

Plus the liturgies were enhanced with 

their beautiful harmonies and selec-

tions. We had our heavenly chorus 

with us all weekend! 

The closing Mass, with Fr.Paul offici-

ating and Sr. Linda giving the homily 

was deeply moving and very powerful. 

We saw that our “coal” had become 

beautiful crystals, reflecting His love 

and light.    I did not want that sense 

of His presence to end. 

The closing was a wonderful spectacle 

of RED, including the very dapper Fr. 

Paul in his Red sports jacket! Talk 

about a living presence of the Holy 

Spirit!  And closing with everyone 

standing and singing “We are Family” 

filled me with humility and awe that 

we were sharing His presence yet 

again.  It also filled me to bursting 

with love for each and every person 

there, pride in the teams and the 

babe chicks, and gratefulness and Joy 

that we had made this Journey to-

gether.  

I may have omitted many things, but I 

am certain that the memories and 

graces received on this weekend will 

forever remain a part of me, to be 

treasured forever.   
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Weekends In Formation: Still Time to Sponsor! 

The Men’s 192nd Cursillo 

Weekend is September 28 — Oc-

tober 1, 2017 at the Casa in Kearny.  

Rector Tony Ventola chose as his 

theme, Seeing through Eyes of Faith. 

The Warden is Joe Murray.  Spiritual 

Advisors are Monsignor Paul Bochic-

chio, Fr. John Giordon and Deacon 

Paul Carris. 

The Team:  Mike Ventola, giving the 

Ideals rollo; Dean Hardish, Laity; Joe 

Murray, Piety; Rich Siniscalchi, Study; 

Hugo Moreno, Action; Steve Uber, 

Leaders; Carmen Distano, Cristianity 

in Action; Peter Rice, Environments. 

Rector Tony Ventola gives the Total 

Security rollo.  John Ventola and Ron 

Pepson are Personal Contacts; Jim 

Garabo serves as Music Minister.   

 

It’s all in the family again with Betsy 

Mathisen as Rector of the 

Women’s 176th Weekend, 

October 26-29, 2017, while her sister

-in-law Teri Carr serves as Angel. The 

theme she selected is The Fire of 

Your Love. 

Spiritual Advisors are Fr. Thomas Lip-

nicki and Fr. John Gordon.  Support 

Rector is Joanne Gebbia. The Team 

and their respective rollos:   

Lynn Connell, Ideals;  

Ernie Gonzalez, Laity;  

Mary-Jo D’Errico, Piety; 

Colette Liddy, Study;  

Diane Beck, Action;  

Teri Carr, Leaders;  

Kathy McGinty, Study of the Environ-

ment; 

Sandy Bondarowicz, Christian Commu-

nity in Action. 

Personal Contacts are Annette Evans 

and Pat Assan. 

Music Minister is Megan Larsen. 

Service Team Co- 

Chiefs: Linda Magala and Joyce Ma-

son (St. Paul’s, Ramsey) 

Come to the Sponsor’s Mass at the 

Casa, October 26, 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Applications for Candidates can be found on mycursillo.com 
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Third Annual Cursillo Tricky Tray Fundraiser 

FOOD FUN FELLOWSHIP 

Saturday, September 23, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

Notre Dame Church 

359 Central Avenue, North Caldwell, NJ 

Admission:  $20  for Dinner 

          **BYOB**           **TRICKY TRAY**               **50/50**  

Please RSVP to Annie Ventola 

mycursillo.com@gmail.com 

or 908-347-1315 

We hope to see you all there! 

De Colores! 


